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Is Nebraska approaching a defining moment? 
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ON THE COVER 


Washington running back Chris 


Polk runs past Will Compton and 
Lavonte David in the Holiday Bowl. 
The Huskers, heavy favorites against 


the Huskies, were not able to repeat 


their early-season success they had 


in Seattle. 
Photo by Aaron Babcock 


Volume 31, Issue 3, 
the annual Recruiting 
Recap edition, will be 
mailed Monday, Feb. 

14. Check for updates at 
huskersillustrated.com. 


From the Editor BY AARON BABCOCK 


SOMETHING'S 
GOT TO GIVE 


Changes must 
come in offseason 


A SEASON THAT began with lofty 
expectations ended with a splat on a 
chilly night in San Diego. 

After opening the season with its first 
Top 10 pre-season ranking since 2002, 
Nebraska will be on the fringe, if not the 
outside of the final Top 25 rankings. 

Where did it all go wrong? 

Obviously, the majority of the blame 
has been placed on the offense — an 
offense that looked unstoppable in the 
first half of the season. Through the first 
eight games, Taylor Martinez averaged 
124 rushing yards per game, while the 
offense was averaging 458.5 yards per 
game. 

But an injury to Martinez in the 
Missouri game derailed the offense and 
it would never recover. From that point 
on, Nebraska averaged 317.7 yards per 
game and saw its scoring drop from 38 
points per game to an average of 21.5. 
That’s a difference of 140 yards and 17 
points per game. 

While the injury was the turning point 
in this season, I don’t believe it was the 
root of the problem. It just exposed the 
problem. 

So who’s to blame? 

Offensive coordinator Shawn Watson? 
Wide receivers coach Ted Gilmore? 
Offensive line coach Barney Cotton? 
Martinez? 

It doesn’t matter. I’m not here to place 
blame, but I do know one thing — it didn’t 
work. 


So something’s got to give. 
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I don’t believe this system will work 
without great wide receivers. I don’t 
know why Nebraska can’t seem to 
get, or develop great receivers. Are 
they being recruited? Maybe they are 
being recruited, but they’re not being 
developed. 

The offensive line was gashed in the 
Washington game. What's the solution? 

I don’t have the answers. But Bo Pelini 
must find one. This next offseason is 
where he earns his $2.1 million salary. 
This next offseason is where a good 
coach becomes a great coach. A great 
coach fixes the team’s issues. 

But Pelini must do more than fix the 
offense. He must find a way to build a 
disciplined team, a team that doesn’t 
set school records in penalties. Penalties 
which have become a Pelini trademark. 

Over the past three years, Nebraska 
has been flagged 303 times for 2,687 
yards. That’s an average of 7.4 penalties 
for 65.5 yards per game as head coach. 

This won’t work. 

Nebraska's 


championship next season hinge on 


chances to win a 
change. Change must be made this 
offseason. Changes that will result in 
better coaching, maturity and discipline. 

Traits this year’s team, at times, 
seemed to be lacking. N 

Send me your comments or story ideas to 
aaron@huskersillustrated.com. 
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IDE GATES PASS THE GR 


Ss exactly, AMERITAS. 


Insurance and Investment Partner of the Huskers. A UNIF| Company:" 


Securities offered through Ameritas Investment Corp. Member NASD/SIPC. Certain products available through affiliates. 


Career Pct. PATs & FGs 
Career FG Pct. 
Career FG Pct. 
Career FG Pct. 
Career FG Pct. 
Career FG Pct. 
Career FG Pct. 


96.7 (261-270) 


89.5 (68-76) 
89.5 (68-76) 
78.8 (26-33) 
95.5 (22-23) 
97.7 (42-43) 
97.7 (42-43) 


94.9 (244-257), Jeff Wolfert, Missouri (2005-08) 
87.8 (43-49), Bobby Raymond, Florida (1983-84) (min. 45 att.) 
85.9 (79-92), John Lee, UCLA (1982-85) (min. 55 att.) 


) 
72.1 (31-43), *Billy Bennett, Georgia (2000-03) (40 yds or longer) 
82.6 (19-23), Jeff Jaeger, Washington (1983-96) (40-49 yds) 
97.0 (32-33), *Billy Bennett, Georgia (2000-03) (under 40 yds, min. 30 made) 
96.4 (54-56), John Lee, UCLA (1982-85) (under 40 yds, min. 40 made) 


[*Bennett holds the NCAA record for field goals made in a career, 87 in 110 attempts] 
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lex Henery didn’t have a chance to kick a 

field goal in his final game at Nebraska and 

he kicked only one extra point, bringing 
his school career-record total to 397 points. That total 
ranks 12th among all players in FBS history and is tied for 
seventh among kickers. 

Travis Prentice (Miami of Ohio, 1996-99) holds the 
NCAA career-scoring record with 468 points, while Art 
Carmody (Louisville, 2004-07) holds the kick-scoring 
record with 433 points. 

Henery finishes his career with seven NCAA (all 
divisions) accuracy records. He also shares (with two 
others) the NCAA record for most games kicking four-or- 
more field goals with six. 

Henery earned first-team All-America honors from the 
Associated Press. He also was named a first-team All- 
American by SI.com, And he was among three finalists 
for the Rudy Award. 

The other finalists were Mark Herzlich of Boston 
College and Michael Lemon of North Carolina State, 
All three will receive a “classic finalist award” and an 
academic scholarship will be awarded in their names to 
the general scholarship funds of their universities. 

The overall winner, to be announced on Jan. 11 
in conjunction with the American Football Coaches 
Association Convention in Dallas, will receive a 
scholarship and bronze trophy. 

The award recognizes student-athletes ‘who 


demonstrate character, courage, contribution and 
commitment to their collegiate football teams, the same 
traits immortalized in the blockbuster film “Rudy.” Rudy 
Ruettiger, on whom the film was based, will present the 


awards. 
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HI’S TOP 


OFFENSIVE 
BOWL 
STRUGGLES 


Nebraska managed only 189 yards of offense 
(91 rushing, 98 passing) in its 19-7 loss against 
Washington in the teams’ Holiday Bowl game 
rematch. The yardage total was the Cornhuskers’ 
lowest in a bowl game since their 22-0 loss against 
Miami in the 1992 Orange Bowl. It also was 
Nebraska’s sixth lowest all-time in 47 bowl games. 
“Tt’s really disappointing because we’re a better team 
than that,” offensive coordinator Shawn Watson said 
afterward. “You can’t be inconsistent. 

“We just took turns shooting ourselves in the foot.” 

Nebraska’s five least offensively productive bowl 
games: 


1 110 YARDS (84 RUSH, 26 PASS), 
34-7 loss against Duke, 1955 Orange Bowl 


135 YARDS (80 RUSH, 55 PASS), 
23-3 loss against Miami, 1989 Orange Bowl 


168 YARDS (100 RUSH, 68 PASS), 
10-7 loss against Arkansas, 1965 Cotton Bowl 


171 YARDS (82 RUSH, 89 PASS), 


3] 143 YARDS (58 RUSH, 85 PASS), 
21-13 loss against Stanford, 1941 Rose Bow! 


22-0 loss against Miami, 1992 Orange Bowl 
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Drill 


STATISTICALLY 
SPEAKING 


Nebraska struggled to run 


the ball against Washington 
the second time around, after 
rushing for 383 yards against 
the Huskies in Seattle — with 
Taylor Martinez, Roy Helu, 
Jr. and Rex Burkhead each 


rushing for more than 100 
yards in the 56-21 victory. In 
contrast, the three didn’t rush 
for 100 yards combined in the 
19-7 Holiday Bowl game loss. 
Burkhead led the Huskers 


with 39 yards on 12 carries. 
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— sa 


I d , 
PLerAL EMSRS Tap oe SAFC e NEBRASKA’S 3,000-YARD RUSHERS 


11 carries to finish the season —_jyjke Rozier (1981-83) ......6..-..4+. GERATSOUP IG) caches vetoes 49TD 

with 1,245 yards and increase Ahman Green (V995=97)iriaetecnters noe 574-3,880 (6.76).........0000- 42TD 
. . Eric Crouch (1998-01) ...........000% 648-3,434 (5.30)..........0008 59TD 

his career-rushing total to 

3,404, the fourth most in Calvin Jones (1991-93) .............. 46 11-371:93:(61B4) ii oicecs core ce 40TD 


Cornhusker history. 


PRO PROSPECTS [ 


Ken Clark (1987-89) .......00s0.0000. 494-3037 (6.15) cjsicy seus seers 29TD 


: 9/4 W. KENTUCKY, W, 49-10 

: 9/11 IDAHO, W, 38-17 

: 9/18 at Washington, W, 56-21 

: 9/25 SOUTH DAKOTAST, W, 17-3 
: 10/7 at Kansas State, W, 48-13 

: 10/16 TEXAS, L, 13-20 

: 10/23 at Oklahoma State, W, 51-41 
: 10/30 MISSOURI, W, 31-17 

: 11/6 at lowa State, W, 31-30 (OT) 
: 11/13 KANSAS, W, 20-3 

and I agree,” Husker coach Bo Pelini said in San Diego. “It all depends on the team and type of : 11/20 at Texas A&M, L 9-6 
: 11/26 COLORADO, W, 45-17 


: 12/4 vs. Oklahoma, L, 20-23 
“He’s played up close to the line for us, but I think he'll be more of a safety at the next level.” : 12/30 vs.Washington, L, 19-7 


DeJon Gomes finished second on the team in tackles 


this season with 99 and earned all-conference honorable 


mention from both the Associated Press and the Big 12 
coaches, But the senior defensive back from Hayward, 
Calif., was even more valuable than such recognition 
reflects. 

And his playing career probably isn’t over. “There are 


a lot of (NFL) people who think he’ll be really valuable, 


system we're dealing with. A lot of teams like him more than others. 
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DIGITAL EDITION 
ILLUSTRATED 


The digital edition includes all the great content you find in our print edition, 
plus special features such as extra photos and special video content. 


* Immediate delivery (no waiting for the mail to come) 

* Multi-device access: Read it on iPad, Mac and PC 

* Bookmark, search and save pages you love most 

* Fun to explore and share on social networks 

* Easily archive and store your issues (save a trip to the recycling bin) 


Mason Alita 


<a 


Desktop 
or Laptop 


To take advantage of 

é the $24.95 launch 

se a : special or to claim your 
& ZIn1IO- >< , 4 free issues visit 


Drill 


More Martinez 


Taylor Martinez started the Holiday Bowl game but didn’t seem to have the 


burst of earlier in the season, despite the time off to heal following the Big 12 
Championship game. 

Even though the redshirted freshman quarterback was slowed by an ankle 
sprain and turf toe the second half of the season, he finished with impressive 
numbers. He rushed for 965 yards and 12 touchdowns and completed 116-of- 
196 passes for 1,631 yards and 10 touchdowns. 

Martinez seemed certain to become only the third freshman quarterback 
in NCAA FBS history to rush for 1,000 yards after running for 119 yards at 
Oklahoma State to increase his season’s total to 893. But he rushed for a net of 
just 72 yards in the final seven games, two of which he sat out. 

“When he got hurt, it hurt his confidence because he couldn’t do the things 
that he’s done,” offensive coordinator Shawn Watson said following the 
Holiday Bowl game. 

“He needs to get back in the saddle and persevere through this. This is 
something a young quarterback, if he’s going to become a great quarterback, 
has to learn to do. Taylor’s a competitor. He’ll center himself and fix himself. 
You always believe in the kid first. And I think he will. 

“Tt’s our job to help him get it done, too.” 

Despite the struggles, Martinez was named to the Rivals.com Freshman All- 
America first team. 
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COMING BACK 


Junior cornerback Alfonzo 


Dennard said during bowl 
preparations in San Diego that he's 
not planning to bypass his senior 
season at Nebraska and submit his 
name for the NFL draft. In fact, he 
said he was coming back “for sure.” 
Dennard promised his mom he 
would get his degree. 

In addition, a potential NFL 
lockout might give pause to 
juniors thinking about leaving 


early. 


NO TRANSFER FOR TAYLOR 
Rampant internet rumors 
had Husker quarterback Taylor 
Martinez transferring. But 
apparently they were nothing 
more than rumors. ESPN.com 
reported in early January that 
Casey Martinez, Taylor's dad, sent 
the following e-mail (unedited) 
to ESPN.com on behalf of his son: 
“To dismiss any rumors on my 
thoughts of transferring I'd like to 
state that | am anxious to get back 
to Nebraska Sunday evening (Jan. 
9) and look forward to getting 
healthy and getting healthy and 
getting my strength and speed 
back. | also look forward to using 
these past year’s experiences and 
challenges to help me become a 
better all around person, football 


player and leader.” 


1620 AM and online www.1620thezone.com 
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PLAGUED BY PENALTIES 


The Huskers were penalized 12 times for 
102 yards in the Holiday Bowl, compared 
to Washington’s three penalties for 30 
yards. Penalties were a recurrent problem 
for Nebraska, which was flagged more than 
its opponents in nine-of-14 games and had 
more penalty yards in all but three games: 
the Big 12 Championship game against 
Oklahoma, at Oklahoma State and against 
South Dakota State. 

The Huskers set school season records 
for penalties (109) and penalty yardage 


(993), ranking No. 107 nationally in the 


former and No. 115 in the latter. Their 70.9 
penalty yards per game also were a modern 
(since 1946) school single-season record. 
However, coach Bill Glassford’s 1949 team 
still holds the single-season record for 
penalties per game (8.8). 

Conspiracy theorists take note . . . 

Bo Pelini’s team in 2008 was the first in 
school history to be penalized 90 or more 
times during a season and the first to draw 
800 yards in penalties. Last season, the 
Huskers were penalized 100 times for 894 


yards, breaking both 2008 records. 
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EKELER’S GONE 

Mike Ekeler, the Husker 
linebackers coach the past three 
seasons, is now co-defensive 
coordinator at Indiana. Ekeler will 
share those duties with Doug 
Mallory. Both were hired by new 
Hoosiers head coach Kevin Wilson, 
formerly Oklahoma's offensive 
coordinator. 

Bo Pelini brought Ekeler to 
Nebraska from LSU, where Ekeler 
spent three seasons after two 
seasons at Oklahoma. Mallory also 
was on LSU's staff from 2005-07. 


DEJA VU 

Syracuse defeated Kansas 
State 36-34 in the first Pinstripe 
Bowl at new Yankee Stadium in 
snowbound New York City. The last 
bowl game to be played in New 
York City, at the original Yankee 
Stadium, was the 1962 Gotham 
Bowl. Final score? Nebraska 36, 
Miami 34. 

There was snow and cold then, 
too, and a reported crowd of 6,166. 
Cornhusker coach Bob Devaney 
said that if, indeed, the crowd was 
6,166, many had come disguised 


as empty seats. 
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REPORT UNDERAGE 
DRINKING 


1-866-MUST-B-21 


TOLL FREE 1-866-687-8221 


It's Anonymous, 


and it's the Right Call. 


www.reportunceragedrinking.com 


NEBRASKA FOOTBALL HIGHLIGHTS, 
ANALYSIS & RECRUITING 


TUESDAYS AT 7 P.M. CT 


Visit Bic RED WRAP-UP ONLINE: 
netNebraska.org/bigred 
LIVE WEBSTREAM * ARCHIVE « EXTRAS 


“facebook facebook.com/bigredwrapup 


A Production of NET Sports 


Television 


‘Drill 
TOPS ITS UNANIMOUS 


The results are in. Prince Amukamara is a unanimous All-American 

THE LIST for 2010, with first-team recognition from all the major sanctioning 
_—_ organizations as recognized by the NCAA: the American Football 

Coaches Association (AFCA), the Walter Camp Foundation, the Football 
Writers (FWAA), the Sporting News and the AP. Amukamara is the 18th 


Husker to be an unanimous All-American. Dave Rimington, the only 


two-time Outland Trophy winner in NCAA history, is also Nebraska’s 


only two-time unanimous All-American. 


NU’S UNANIMOUS ALL-AMERICANS 

Bob Brown, G (1963) Junior Miller, TE (1979) Broderick Thomas, OLB (1988) 
Larry Kramer, T (1964) Dave Rimington, C (1981-82) Will Shields, OG (1992) 

Rich Glover, MG (1972) Mike Rozier, IB (1983) Trev Alberts, OLB (1993) 
Johnny Rodgers, WB (1972) Irving Fryar, WB (1983) Zach Wiegert, OT (1994) 

John Dutton, DT (1973) Mark Traynowicz, C (1984) Aaron Taylor, OG (1997) 

Rik Bonness, C (1975) Danny Noonan, MG (1986) Prince Amukamara, CB (2010) 


TEAM HONORS 


Roy Helu, Jr., Alex Henery, Prince Amukamara and Pierre Allen, all seniors, were 
named Nebraska's team captains for 2010. They were recognized along with the winners of 
individual team awards at Nebraska’s annual football banquet in mid-December. 


Team MVP ~ Eric Hagg Pat Clare Award ~ Ricky Henry 


Special Teams MVP — Henery Bobby Reynolds Award — Adi Kunalic 


Olfensive MVP —Helu, Jr. Scout Team Offensive MVP — Kenny 


Defensive MVP —Lavonte David (Jr.) Bell (Fr.), Yusef Wade (Fr.) 


Guy Chamberlin Trophy — Henery Scout Team Defensive MVP - Colin 


Tom Novak Trophy - Rickey Thenarse McDermott (So.) 


Fischer Native Son Award ~ Niles Paul 8u!mell Student Manager Scholarships 


Walk-on MVP — Joe Broekemeier ~ Tanner Dunbar, Paul Belz 


: [*Players are seniors unless noted] 
Lifter of the Year - Rex Burkhead (So.)} 


Bell and McDermott are scholarship 
Character Award — Burkhead (So.), players. Wade is a walk-on from 


Hagg, Thomas Grove North Star High in Lincoln. 


DOUBLE UP 

Cornerback Prince Amukamara and 
place-kicker Alex Henery, both seniors, 
earned first-team All-America honors 
from the Associated Press. The Huskers 
last had two first-team All-Americans 
in 2003, when safety Josh Bullocks and 
punter Kyle Larson were so honored. 

Junior linebacker Lavonte David 


earned second-team recognition from 
the Associated Press, and senior defensive back Eric Hagg earned third-team 


recognition. 
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LISTEN AROUND THE WORLD! 


LIVE SATURDAY'S FROM 7-9 A.M. (CENTRAL) AT 
WWW.1620THEZONE.COM 


MISS A SHOW? LISTEN TO EVERY EPISODE ON ITUNES 
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JEFF TOMJACK remembers being called to the Ewing, Neb 
A . 
office at Ewing High School during his junior year. | county: Holt 


Such a summons can elicit apprehension, of course, | Population: 396 
Distance from Lincoln: 130 


particularly when the student has no idea about the 
miles 


reason. In this case, however, Tomjack needn't have 


been concerned. NU FOOTBALL 
He was handed a copy of Sports Illustrated and told to turn to | LETTERMEN 


“Faces in the Crowd.” There was his picture, along with a brief recap | JeffTomjack, S (1985-86-87) 
of his athletic accomplishments. 

The recognition from Sports Illustrated was only for football, as he remembers. The school 
librarian had sent his statistics to the magazine, convinced he would be selected. And she was 
right. 

At that point, Tomjack had another football season to play. He would be a repeat all-state 
selection, and he would finish his career with 236 points, 2,057 rushing yards, 3,501 passing yards 
and 45 touchdown passes. He also would earn all-state recognition in basketball twice. 

Football was the sport for which Nebraska recruited him. And that was a big deal. “I don’t 
know for sure if Ewing had ever sent anybody down here,” said Tomjack, a gynecologic surgeon 
in the same Lincoln office as former Cornhusker baseball All-American Gene Stohs. 

Tomjack was a member of Nebraska’s 1982 recruiting class, but he delayed his enrollment until 
the spring semester of 1983, after undergoing reconstructive knee surgery. 

In the fall of 1982, he worked at Sears, selling television sets and stereo equipment. 

Tomjack backed up Brian Washington throughout his career. The Husker media guide for 1987 
noted that he “might be the best alternate defensive back in the Big Eight, or in the country.” 

He was a first-team Academic All-Big Eight selection as a senior, with a 3.50 cumulative grade- 
point average in a pre-med major. He hadn't declared a major immediately, though “I figured I’d 
do something science related,” he said. His association with Nebraska team physicians Pat Clare 
and Tom Heiser, also former Husker football players, influenced his decision to go into medicine. 

Initially, “I wasn’t sure I should be here,” Tomjack said. “It took a little while.” 

After starting for the freshman team and then redshirting, he was listed at No. 11 on the depth 
chart in the spring of his sophomore year. 

Tomjack attended Nebraska’s Big Red summer football camp twice while he was in high school 
and remembers being impressed that coach Tom Osborne called him by name. 

“Holy cow, he knows my name.” 

That was a heady experience for a small-town athlete who had spent fall afternoons on the 
living room floor, listening attentively to Husker games on the radio. In fact, it was maybe even a 
bigger deal than seeing himself on the pages of Sports Illustrated. But then he realized his name, 
like the names of all the campers, was written on athletic tape on the front of his helmet. 
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The Powor to Start, the Strength to Finish, 


~ Sergeant First Class Mitch Taylor 
~— Army Uational Guard Reemiter 
|-800-GO-GUARD 
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A Whole 
New Game. 


Sheet-fed 2011 Nebraska Football Schedule 
Web Date Opponent Location 
+) 8 ° Sat, Sept.3 Tenn-Chatt Memorial Stadium 
Digital Variable Sat, Sept. 10 Fresno State Memorial Stadium 
Cross Media Sat, Sept. 17 Washington Memorial Stadium 
Mail Servi Qs Sat, Sept.24 Wyoming Laramie, WY 
: Thur, Oct. 1 Wisconsin * Madison, WS 
Fulfillment Sat, Oct.8 Ohio State * Memorial Stadium 
Label Sat, Oct.22 Minnesota * Minneapolis, MN 


Sat, Oct.29 Michigan State * Memorial Stadium 
Sat, Nov. 5 Northwestern * Memorial Stadium 
Sat, Nov.12 Penn State * University Park, PA 
Sat, Nov.19 Michigan * Ann Arbor, MI 

Fri, Nov.26 lowa* Memorial Stadium 


* Conference Games Home Games Red 


f Jacob Poin 
A North OMAHA 


COMPANIES 402.391.5696 


jacobnorth.com —_maildifferent.com 


THEBIGTENBEAT 


Worth Considering 


Big Ten Conference Commissioner to possibly ditch 
‘Legends’ and ‘Leaders’ division Names | terry ooucLass 


LEGENDS 
mer ANE 


THE BIG TEN received widespread 
criticism when the conference 
announced a series of changes 

on Dec. 13 due to the addition 

of Nebraska as the league’s 12th 
member school for the 2011-12 
academic year. 

Not only did the Big Ten unveil 
a new logo, but it also announced 
names for its two football divisions 
and a list of names for 18 trophies 
to honor coaches, teams and 
student-athletes. One award 
is partially named in honor of 
former Cornhusker center Dave 
Rimington, who won both the 
Outland Trophy and Lombardi 
Award in 1982. 

Although the football division 
alignments were originally 
released in September, Big Ten 
Commissioner Jim Delany said 
officials wanted to carefully 
consider names for the divisions. 

The football divisions will be 
referred to as “Legends” and 
“Leaders.” Nebraska will be in 
the Legends Division along with 
Towa, Michigan, Michigan State, 
Minnesota and Northwestern, 
while the Leaders Division will be 
Illinois, Indiana, Ohio State, Penn 


State, Purdue and Wisconsin. 


hushmreiiivsrraredeun 
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However, it seems the division 
names were not well-received. 
In a Dec. 17 Associated Press 
report, Delany said the division 
names received “a 90 percent 


non-approval rating,” which could 


' persuade conference officials to 


reconsider. 


NEW LOGO: As was the case 
when it added Penn State as its 


~ 11th member in 1990, the Big Ten 


has unveiled a new conference 


logo, designed by the international 


design firm Pentagram. 

Michael Gericke of Pentagram 
said the new Big Ten logo “was 
developed to symbolize the 


conference’s future, as well as its 


_ rich heritage, strong tradition of 


competition, academic leadership 


~ and passionate alumni.” 


“Tts contemporary collegiate 
lettering includes an embedded 
numeral ‘10’ in the word ‘BIG,’ 
which allows fans to see ‘BIG’ and 
‘10’ in a single word,” Gericke 
said. “The new logo evolved 
from the previous logo’s use of 
negative space and is built on 
the conference's iconic name, 
without reference to the number of 


member institutions.” 


TWO NEW 
COACHES 


Indiana named 
former Oklahoma 
offensive 
coordinator Kevin 
Wilson as its sixth 
head coach since 
1996 on Dec. 7. 
Wilson received a 
seven-year, $8.4 
million contract 
to replace Bill 
Lynch, who led 
the Hoosiers toa 
5-7 record in 2010. 
Wilson's coaching 
staff will include 
former Nebraska 
linebackers coach 
Mike Ekeler, who 
will be Indiana's 
co-defensive 
coordinator. 


The replacing 
of Lynch was 
overshadowed, 
however, by a coach 
search at Michigan, 
which began soon 
after the Wolverines 
fired third-year 
head coach Rich 
Rodriguez. 


Michigan was 
15-22 (including 
6-18 in the Big Ten) 
under Rodriguez, 
who had three 
years remaining 
ona contract 
that provided 
for a $2.5 million 
buyout, Wolverines 
Athletic Director 
Dave Brandon 
announced the 
firing of Rodriguez 
on Jan. 5, one day 
after reports of his 
firing were labeled 
premature. 


GONE BOWLING 

Ohio State saved face for both its program 
and the Big Ten Conference by holding on for 
a31-26 victory against Arkansas in the Sugar 
Bowl. The win gave the Big Ten a 3-5 bow! 
record after enduring an 0-5 performance on 
New Year's Day and snapped a nine-game 
losing streak for the Buckeyes against 
Southeastern Conference opponents in bow! 
games. 


Recapping Big Ten bowl games: 
INSIGHT; Micah Hyde returned an 
interception 72 yards for a TD and 
Marcus Coker rushed for 219 yards as 
Towa (8-5) rallied past Missouri 27-24. 


’ TEXAS: Mikel Leshoure rushed for 184 


yards and three TDs as Illinois (7-6) 
won its first bowl game since 1999, 
downing Baylor 38-14. 


TICKETCITY: Playing without injured 
star quarterback Dan Persa, a big rally 
by Northwestern (7-5) fell short as the 
Wildcats lost to Texas Tech 45-38. 


~ CAPITAL ONE: Michigan State (11-2) 


was limited to 171 total yards and QB 
Kirk Sousins was sacked four times in 
a 49-7 loss to Alabama. 


OUTBACK: Despite outgaining Flonda 
350-279 in total offense, Penn State 
(7-6) blew a 24-17 third-quarter lead in 
a 37-24 loss to the Gators. 


GATOR: Mississippi State scored 42 
unanswered points against Michigan 
(7-6) to beat the Wolverines 52-14. 
Shortly thereafter, Michigan coach 
Rich Rodriguez was fired. 


ROSE: TCU’s Tank Carder batted 
down a two-point conversion pass 
attempt by Wisconsin, preserving a 21- 
19 victory for the 13-0 Horned Frogs 
over the Badgers (11-2). 


SUGAR: Terrelle Pryor's 336 yards of 
total offense and Solomon Thomas's 
late interception led Ohio State (12-1) 
to a 31-26 win over Arkansas. 
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STATE 
OF THE 


HUSKERS 


BY CURT MCKEEVER 


Offense under microscope after bowl loss 


AFTER ITS CRISP performance against 
Arizona in the 2009 Holiday Bowl, 
Nebraska was dubbed the next big thing. 

One year later, after a listless effort 
in the same game resulted in a loss 
to a_ barely-bowl-eligible Washington 
team it had beaten by five touchdowns 
in Seattle just three months earlier, the 
Huskers were stunningly a borderline 
Top 25 program. 

That's the perception, at least. 

The way it often works in major 
college football is so-called success and 
perceived status is determined by the 
fine line of how you fared in your last 
game. And so now a program that came 
a couple whiskers away from being Big 
12 champs the last two years, seemingly 
faces a critical off-season as it prepares 
to embark the Big Ten. 

Of course, we could say every off 
season fits that bill. Regardless of what 
happened in San Diego last month, 
Nebraska still would have plenty of 
projects to complete before September. 
It's just that had the Huskers beaten the 
Huskies again like most expected, those 
undertakings wouldn’t have seemed as 
grandiose, 

Now, folks have NU’s offense back 
under the microscope — and perhaps 
rightfully so. 

In Nebraska's eight losses the past 
two seasons, the offense has averaged 
just 11.2 points. Six of those games were 
decided by less than a touchdown, so 


it’s not a stretch to believe a tad more 


offensive firepower would have changed 
each season's direction. 

In 2010, the Huskers potency changed 
in the second quarter of the eighth game, 
when freshman quarterback Taylor 
Martinez limped off the field with a 
sprained ankle after guiding Nebraska 
to a 24-7 


Martinez returned after missing a game, 


lead against Missouri. 
but he wasn't the same player who, when 
healthy, had toyed with Washington, 
Kansas State, Oklahoma State and the 
Tigers. 

In Nebraska's current system, if you 
don't have a fleet quarterback, you 
struggle. The most glaring example 
comes from the two games against 
Washington. In the first, the Huskers 
rushed for 383 yards; in the Holiday 
Bowl, just 91, 

In NU’s first eight games, Texas was 
the only opponent to hold it under 200 
yards rushing. After Martinez returned 
from his injury, three of the last five 
opponents held the Huskers below that 
mark. 

Not surprisingly, NU lost every game 
it didn't reach 200 yards on the ground. 

Nebraska also was plagued by sloppy 
ball security, fumbling an astonishing 
45 times -29 more than its opponents. 

Fumbles on the Huskers’ opening 
drives against Texas and _ then 
Washington in the Holiday Bowl got 
the Longhorns and Huskies off to good 
starts. NU also lost three in the Big 12 
title game against Oklahoma. 


Better decision-making by Martinez 


in 2011] will alleviate that problem, But 
remember, too, that Nebraska's offense 
will be replacing its leading rusher (Roy 
Helu, Jr), best wide receiver (Niles 
Paul) and three linemen. What's more, 
outside of Brandon Kinnie’s team-high 
44 receptions, the Huskers return just 
one wide receiver who made a catch in 
2010. And Quincy Enunwa’s came in 
the opener. 

“I don't know if it was just technical 
difficulties,” said sophomore tight end 
Ben Cotton after NU mustered only 
189 yards in the Holiday Bowl. “Just an 
inch off here or there can really domino- 
effect sometimes.” 

NU 


simply lost too many one-on-one battles. 


Whatever contributed to it, 


Outside of its 74-yard touchdown drive, 
the longest NU possession covered 37 
yards — and that one was led by back-up 
quarterback Cody Green after Martinez, 
who had been hounded all game, retired 
to the sideline following a viscous third- 
quarter sack. 

For the Huskers, the Holiday Bowl 
experience had to have seemed surreal. 

It also should have had the kind of 
effect that humbled them to the point of 
realizing how all the work that goes into 
becoming the next big thing can become 
lost In one uninspired, season-ending 
performance. 

“Tt brings us back down to earth,” 
right offensive tackle Marcel Jones 
said after his junior season ended on a 
bummer. “That should help (getting 
ready for 2011).” N 
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Terrance Moore 


Moore eB eMy Rising Out of Suh’s Big Shadow 


the 
Husker junior defensive 
tackle reflected on how 
much he’s matured as 
a player. 

Still fresh in Moore’s 
mind is the 2009 
season, when he fought 
a turf toe, among other 
injuries, and played 
sparingly as a backup 
to All-American 
Ndamukong Suh. 

“Tt’s going from 
just being that guy 
that went in whenever 
Suh needed a blow 
and fighting through 
injuries,” Moore said, 
“to maturing and 
becoming one of the 
older guys, becoming a 
leader.” 

Without those 
obstacles — most 
notably the injuries — 
Moore played in 12 
games this season and 
collected 14 tackles, 


including three for loss. 
He had a career-high 
four tackles the first 
time Nebraska played 
Washington. 

“I’m not dealing 
with two or three 
injuries at one time,” 
Moore said. “It’s a big 
difference. You can 
go out there and be 
confident and know 
that nothing’s slowing 
you down.” 

Moore said he 
continues to work 
on executing his 
technique, and being 
confident that his 
technique will 
take over once 
the ball is snapped, 
rather than trying to 
do something on his 
own. 

While happy 
to make his first 
career start, Moore 
wasn’t happy with 
circumstances 
surrounding the 
opportunity. He got 
the nod in place 


of suspended Baker 
Steinkuhler. 
“Having to get it 
this way... 
good a feeling, because 
one of my teammates 
messed up and it’s 


it’s not as 


hurting him,” Moore 
said. “Bak’s my boy. 
I love him to death. 
It’s more bitter than 
sweet. But got to 
make the best of a 
bad situation.” 


How 
much have you watched Suh play on 
television? 


I watch him 
every week, when the games come on 
up here, I catch him a little bit, see how 
he’s doing. He’s having a great year. 
I’m proud of him. 


Who's your favorite NFL team? 
The New Orleans Saints. 
I’m a hometown boy. I love the Saints. 
That’s my team. 


i! What do you miss most about living 
in New Orleans? 
Being able to watch the games 
on Sunday with some home-cooked 
food. That’s what I miss the most. I’ve 


got to catch (the Saints) whenever they 
play on national TV. 


| What’s your favorite 
home-cooked meal? 

Red beans and 
rice. Gumbo a little bit, too, 
but I like the red things. 
That’s a Sunday meal, to 
me. Or some fried chicken. 


What about in Lincoln? What’s 
your favorite meal here? 

Whatever's on the training 
table. It’s free food. I don’t have to pay 
for it, and I don’t have to cook it. From 
time to time, I cook, but whenever I get 
that free food, I do. 


by Terry Douglass 


TURNING 


occurred less than 5 
minutes into the game, on second-and-7 from 
the Washington 48-yard line, with quarterback 
Taylor Martinez the intended receiver of the pass 
running back Rex Burkhead didn’t have a chance 
to throw. Washington outside linebacker Victor 
Aiyewa knocked the ball loose, and the Huskies’ 
Alameda Ta’amu, a 6-foot-3, 330-pound defensive 
tackle, carried it 14 yards to the Cornhusker 21- 
yard line. 

Three plays and a personal foul penalty later, 
Washington's Chris Polk scored a touchdown 
from 3 yards out. With 9:08 remaining in the first 
quarter, the Huskies led 7-0. 

At the time, the turnover figured to be only a 
minor irritant for heavily favored Nebraska. As 
the game progressed and the Huskers continued to 
struggle offensively, however, the failed trick play 
could be seen as a turning point in Nebraska’s 
third loss in its final four games. 

“T think, obviously, coming into a game when 
you’re underdogs . . . I didn’t waiver on the fact 
of our sense of belief in that we could go do 
this,” said Washington coach Steve Sarkisian. But 
“when you get a turnover like that, you can create 


some momentum, punch it in, get seven points 


right off the bat; (and) I think the belief gets 


stronger at the point.” 

The fumble “set a tone for the game,” Sarkisian 
said. 

The Huskers had moved from their own 21-yard 
line, picking up two first downs, the second when 
Burkhead picked up 4 yards on fourth-and-1 from 
near mid-field. 

“] thought that was a big point in the game,” 
said coach Bo Pelini. “I thought we were driving. 
I thought we had some momentum, and then we 
couldn’t finish the drive.” 

Burkhead, who finished as the Huskers’ leading 
rusher with 39 yards on 12 carries, shouldered 
responsibility. “It was my fault,” he said. “I should 
have held onto it. There’s no excuses for that. I 
mean, it gave them the chance to score. So that’s 
my fault.” 

One play wasn’t the difference, though. 
“Bottom line, we didn’t execute consistently,” 
Pelini said. “And when that happens consistently, 
you're not going to win a football game. 

“We didn’t play well. We didn’t play to our 
standard.” 


by Mike Babcock 
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he game was the last for 23 

Husker seniors. “I love those guys 

to death,” sophomore tight end 
Ben Cotton said. “They did nothing to 
deserve this. 

“These seniors really deserved to go 
out a better way than this.” 

Those who return “can learn from 
them (the seniors), the off-season they led 
us to have last winter and last summer,” 
said Cotton. “The bar was set high by 
them, and we really appreciate the legacy 
they’ve put into the off-season work 
ethic.” 

As a result, “I’m confident this team is 
ready to get after it this winter,” he said. 


Yes, Rex Burkhead’s first-quarter 
fumble affected the game’s momentum. 
“That was one of many key points of the 
game,” the Huskers’ DeJon Gomes said. 
“But it was early in the game, so we had 
enough time to bounce back from that 
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and didn’t.” 
Even so, “they (the Huskies) seemed 


like they had the momentum from that 
play on, for the rest of the game,” said 
Gomes, who was credited with six 
tackles. 

Washington “put it to us,” Burkhead 
said. “That’s pretty much all I can say.” 


Washington’s final points came 
early in the fourth quarter on a safety, 
even though Husker quarterback 
Cody Green broke free and ran for a 
21-yard gain. Washington was awarded 
two points, however, because Husker 
offensive tackle Jeremiah Sirles was 
called for holding in the end zone. 
Coach Bo Pelini acknowledged the 
ruling was correct. 

Pelini talked to an official immediately 
after the play, but “I was talking to him 
about something else. I wasn’t arguing 
about the (safety) call,” Pelini said. 


No, a member of the crew of the 
USS Ronald Reagan did not call a 
play for the Huskers. “That was a joke, 
Mam,” Bo Pelini said in response to a 
female reporter’s question “He wasn’t 
calling the play. He probably could 
have, might have called a few better 
plays than we did.” 


Washington took the second-half 
kickoff and scored its second touchdown, 
covering 53 yards on four plays, including 
a 26-yard pass by Jake Locker to 
D’Andre Goodwin followed by a 26-yard 
run by Locker. “I put that on me,” coach 
Bo Pelini said of the sequence. “I made a 
bad call, and then we didn’t execute well 
on the touchdown from Locker. I put that 
drive on me.” 

After the Huskies went ahead 17-7, 
“we had our back against the wall. We 


SCOTT BRUHN 


AARON BABC 


BY COMPARISON 

It’s a cliché, but it’s true. “Everyone said . . . the second time you play somebody 
it’s going to be harder,” said Husker cornerback Alfonzo Dennard. 

Nebraska defeated Washington 56-21 at Seattle in mid-September, dominating 
the Huskies. Consider the statistics: 


[GAME 1 - SEPT. 18] [GAME 2 - DEC. 30] 
NU UW NU UW 
Rushing 54-383 39-175 41-91 52-268 
Passing 7-11-0 4-20-2 10-21-1 6-19-0 
Pass yards 150 71 98 72 
Total yards 65-533 59-246 62-189 71-340 


“They knew what they were going against,” Dennard said of the Huskies. “They 
executed pretty well. Yes, I think they came out ready to play harder than we (did).” 
How could Nebraska handle the Huskies so easily the first time and lose the 


second? 


“Tt doesn’t matter what happened earlier in the season,” said coach Bo Pelini. “We 
didn’t play well. They played well. Pretty simple; that’s the way the game is played. 
Teams that make plays, they’re going to win the game. September had nothing to 


do with it.” 

had to make stops, and they were able to 
play a little differently because we weren't 
able to put the ball in the end zone... 
and get anything going offensively,” said 
Pelini. 

“So that plays a lot into it, the way the 
game was going.” 


TOUGH NIGHT FOR TAYLOR 

A struggling Taylor Martinez limped 
off late in the third quarter and didn’t 
return. Cody Green finished out the 
game. Martinez probably couldn’t have 
returned, according to coach Bo Pelini. 


huskersillustrated.com 


The redshirted freshman “didn’t play 
well,” Pelini said. But “we didn’t play 
well around him. We didn’t play well 
front to back. It was just a. . . ridiculous 
performance. Everybody wants to focus 
on the quarterback, but our struggles 
went well beyond the quarterback.” 
Martinez, who was hampered late in the 
season by injuries, was sacked four times, 
fumbled twice and threw an interception. 


Nevertheless, he maintained his composure. 


“T felt like Taylor was normal, back to his 
old self,” said sophomore tight end Ben 
Cotton. 


WORTH NOTING 

> The loss dropped Nebraska to 
24-23 in bowl games all-time and was 
just the fifth for the Huskers in their 
past 15 bow! games. They are 1-2 in 
the Holiday Bowl. 

> The seven points were Nebraska's 
fewest in a bowl game since a 22-0 
loss against Miami in the 1992 Orange 
Bowl game. The Huskers’ 189 yards 
were also their lowest in a bowl game 
since the loss against Miami. They 
finished with 171 that night. 

>» Nebraska rushed for only 91 yards, 
just the fourth time during the 2010 
season that the Huskers failed to rush 
for 200 or more yards. They lost all 
four games. 

» Kickers Alex Henery and Adi 
Kunalic received Blackshirts as did 
seniors Thomas Grove, Anthony West 
and Rickey Thenarse for practices in 
San Diego. 

> Among the Holiday Bowl records 
tied were: fewest points, both 
teams; fewest touchdowns, both 
teams; fewest pass completions 
(Washington's six). In addition, the 
16 combined pass receptions were 
a Holiday Bowl record, as were the 
combined 40 passing attempts by 
both teams. 

> Temperature at game time was 48 
degrees, the coldest recorded fora 
Holiday Bowl. The previous low was 
51 degrees for the 1984 game. 

> Official attendance was 57,921. 
Nebraska sold fewer than 9,000 of 
its allotment of 11,000 tickets for the 
game. The total included 1,700 tickets 
Husker fans purchased and donated 
to active military personnel in the San 
Diego area. 

> The game's offensive MVP was 
Washington running back Chris Polk. 
The defensive MVP was Huskies 
linebacker Mason Foster. 

> Nebraska's all-time series with 
Washington now stands at 4-4-1. The 
teams are scheduled to play again at 
Memorial Stadium on Sept. 17, 2011. 
“We'll know it’s 1-1, see who can win 
the third one,’ said Husker tight end 
Kyler Reed. 

> Former UCLA and NBA star Bill 
Walton was involved in the honorary 
coin toss. 
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JARED CRICK TRIES TO GET AROUND A BLOCK AGAINST 
WASHINGTON. PHOTO BY AARON BABCOCK 


BlueCross BlueShield 
of Nebraska 


An Independent Licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association 
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: 1) Alfonzo Dennard breaks up a pass. 2) Rex Burkhead runs into a wall of Washington 


defenders. 3) Kyler Reed celebrates after scoring Nebraska’s only touchdown. 4) Taylor Martinez is wrestled to the ground. 
5) Pierre Allen tackles quarterback Jake Locker. Photos by Scott Bruhn 
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HUSKER SPOTLIGHT 


SHAWN WATSON 


Nebraska's 189 yards of offense were the 
sixth fewest in Cornhusker bowl-game history, 
so, of course, offensive coordinator Shawn 
Watson became a lightning rod for post-game 
criticism. Watson, a candidate for the head 
coach's job at Vanderbilt and also mentioned 
in connection with the Miami of Ohio head- 
coaching job leading up to the bowl game, 
was asked afterward about his future at 
Nebraska. “I don’t know," he replied. “We'll see 
what happens.” 

Coach Bo Pelini was asked if he wanted 
Watson to return as his offensive coordinator. 
“| evaluate everybody, across the board,” said 
Pelini. 

But did he want Watson back? 

“| just said | expect everybody to be back,” 


RUSHING 


Bo Pelini afterward: “| don’t even know what we ran the 
ball for, but it wasn’t what we should have run the ball 
for.” The Huskers managed 91 yards on 41 carries. Even 
excluding yardage lost in sacks, they didn’t average 4 
yards per carry. 


PASSING 


Less than 50-percent completions, an interception and 
five sacks for 43 yards in losses against a statistically 
suspect defense reflected the play of the offensive line 
as well as the quarterbacks. “We were lousy up-front,” 
said Pelini. “We didn’t adjust to some things.” 


RUSHING DEFENSE 


Chris Polk rushed for 177 yards. No surprise there. But 
Jake Locker ran for 83 yards. “We knew he’s a really good 
runner,” DeJon Gomes said of the Huskies quarterback. 
“We gave him some lanes. He took advantage of it.” 


PASSING DEFENSE 


Locker couldn't have had as poor ofa game passing asthe 
first time. But it was close, 5-of-16 passes completed for 
56 yards, 26 of them on one play. “I thought we covered 
well down the field,” Pelini said. “Our rush lanes hurt us at 
times, some missed tackles, some missed opportunities 
to get him down. | thought he scrambled well.” 


KICKING/SPECIAL TEAMS 


None of Alex Henery’s six punts were downed inside 
the opposing 20-yard line and one was shanked (for 16 
yards), evidence of an average kicking game, at best. 
Plus, the leading scorer in school history didn’t get an 
opportunity to kick a field goal. 
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Pelini said. 

Sophomore tight end Ben Cotton was 
among those who came to Watson's defense. 
He “does a great job of handling that kind of 
negative attention,’ said Cotton. “He will never 
point the finger. He would rather put all the 
blame on himself, just like | think | would.” 

As for the Huskers’ late-season offensive 
slide, “a lot of guys on the team, we don't feel 
it was his fault, or anyone else's fault. | think it 
was a group thing,’ Cotton said. 

Watson's name came up again in 
connection with a head-coaching vacancy, 
along with that of former Husker assistant 
Jay Norvell, when Pittsburgh fired newly 
hired Mike Hayward after he was arrested on 
domestic violence charges. 


ee a 
a noo 


gee 


fx: The visitor sign~i" 


“wns & row aye OO 


Huskers itustrated Huskers fest 
(Cali.) athlete joe! witlis has 

promote wth an Ad 

nd to MY Page's Favorites mart Uke Promote 


suggest to Friends 


Tur... harp //b" oud 
@ resteroey 1a 8a pen a RSS CoAT « 


jel Sats jy Wes thus. 


ve fon W, food 
pimington 52h Doersro 
” 


Huskers Wustrated Roland 


= y9douGx phoskers 
@ venrerr 7 share wn RSS Cent Like Promote 
Huskers utustrated Up cose Nebraska WR target 
Roland: DALLAS ~ nave targeted several talented 
OCR itp: Ji bitty 
@ Menon Gasper wa RSS 


Huskers Mustrated Former Husker Brooks 
chance: Former Nebraska wide ‘receiver Chis 
odds. NP {iit ay/ceYUU) whuskers 
@ oro 5270" wa mss Grapher Commenn Une » Promene 


Bardon conmarscher tes emus 


give 
HUSKERS 


ILLUSTRAT 
ED 


= facebook. 


Facebook 
.com/HuskerslllustratedFa 
n 


MMARY | 


SCORING 


December 30, 2010 
Cowboys Stadium, Arlington, Texas 
Attendance: 78,802 


1 2 3 a F 
NEBRASKA 0 3) ty) ty) 7 
WASHINGTON 10 0 7 2 19 
First Quarter NU uw 
UW 9:08 - Chris Polk 3 Yd. Run Om 7 
Drive: 3 plays, 21 yards, 1:07 
UW 1:29 Erik Folk 39 Yd. Run 0 10 
Drive: 9 plays, 34 yards, 3:05 
Second Quarter 
NU 10:24 - Kyler Reed 15 Yd. Reception 
Drive: 10 plays, 74 yards, 6:05 
Third Quarter 
Uw 13:18 - Jake Locker 25 Yd. Run 
Drive: 4 plays, 53 yards, 1:42 
Fourth Quarter 
UW 13:38 - Safety 


TEAM STATS 


NU UW 

FIRST DOWNS 4 21 
Rushing 6 14 
Passing ki 4 
Penalty 1 3 

NET YARDS RUSHING 91 268 
Rushing Attempts 41 52 
Average Per Rush 2.2 5.2 
Rushing Touchdowns 0 2 
Yards Gained Rushing 16 Fi 274 | 
Yards Lost Rushing er | 6 

NET YARDS PASSING 98° H 72 | 
Completions-Attempts-Int /10-21-1 6-19-0 
Average Per Attempt an 3.8 


7 
Average Per Completion : 
Passing Touchdowns 
TOTAL OFFENSE YARDS 
Total offense plays 
Average Gain Per Play 
Fumbles: Number-Lost 
Penalties: Number-Yards 
PUNTS-YARDS 
Average Yards Per Punt 
Net Yards Per Punt 
Inside 20 
50+ Yards 
KICKOFFS-YARDS 
Average Yards Per Kickoff 
Net Yards Per Kickoff 
Touchbacks 
Punt returns: Number-Yards-TD. 
Average Per Return 
Kickoff returns: Number-Yds-TD 
Average Per Return 
Interceptions: Number-Yds-TD 
Fumble Returns: Number-Yds-TD. 
Miscellaneous Yards 
Possession Time 
1st Quarter 
2nd Quarter 
3rd Quarter 
4th Quarter 
Third-Down Conversions 
Fourth-Down Conversions 
Red-Zone Scores-Chances 
Touchdowns 
Field goals 
Sacks By: Number-Yards 
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Burkhead 
Helu Jr, 


Martinez 20 
Green 1 
TEAM 0 
TOTAL 28 


Green 12 3 25.0) 0 45 0 17 
Martinez 9 Fr) 777 1 53 1 15 
TOTAL 2 10 476 1 98 1 v7 


McNeill 
Reed 
Kinnie 
Burkhead 
Martinez 
TOTAL 


None bad = = <3 


50+ N20 


None = = - - 
NO AVG 1B OB 
Kunalic 3 61.7 0 0 


Allen 
David 
Crick 
Cassidy 
Osborne 
Gomes 
Meredith 
Hagg 
Compton 
Dennard 
West 
Martin 
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Evans 
Randle 
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Amukamara 
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WASHINGTON 


Polk 
Locker 
Callier 
TEAM 
TOTAL 


Rom 


Goodwin 


Polk W 
| Locker 16 
Kearse 4 
TOTAL 26 


Callier 3 62 0 32 


Foster 
Williams 
Alyewa 
Dennison 


Fellner 


~ooccw 


Jamora 
Richardson 
Thompson 
Taamu 
Stevenson 
Fuimaono 
Trufant 
Aldrich 
Matthews 


Long 
TEAM 
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SeasonStats 


TEAM STATS Helu Jr. . Hagg 5 37 0 26 
NU OPP Martinez Dennard 4 31 1 31 
SCORING 432 243 Burkhead 33 Smith 3 46 U) 29 
Points Per Game 30.9 17.4 sree 22 Sornes = ig l ao 
Robinson 7 Osborne 1 33 0 33 
FIRST DOWNS 254 ase Jones 9 | West 1 23 0 23 
Rushing 149 106 Lee Thenarse 1 47 1 47 
Passing 95 102 Henerey 27 Cassidy 1 29 1 29 
Paul TOTAL ab] 313 4 47 
Penalty 10 30 
Marlowe 13 OPP 8 377 0 14 
RUSHING YARDAGE 3466 2144 Ward 2 
Yards gained rushing 3854 2459 Okafor 2 
Yards lost rushing 388 315 death xi 
; ; TOTAL 80 
Rushing Attempts 634 550 opp K 
Average Per Rush 5.5 3.9 
Average Per Game 247.6 153.1 
TDs Rushing =) Bie ReneS Kunalic 
Green 
PASSING YARDAGE 2108 2151 TOTAL 1 
Ee opp 0 
Comp-Att-Int 163-282-8 190-390-19 Burkhead 
Average Per Pass 75 5.5 | Team 
Average Per Catch 12.9 11.3 ii 
Average Per Game 150.6 153.6 
TDs Passing 16 13 UT AT TT TRL SAC BU FF R 
TOTAL OFFENSE 5574 4295 Kinnie David 84 | 68 | 152] 15-60] 60-50] 10 | — = 
Total Plays 916 940 Paul Gomes 51 | 48 | 99 | 4-10 | 106] 7 2 
Per Pi Reed Crick 36 | 34 | 70 | 17-92/ 95-87] 2 1 0 
Average Per Play or sa McNeill Allen 25 | 40 | 65 | 11-26] 35-21] 2 | 1 
Average Per Game 398.1 306.8 Burkhead Meredith 34 | 30] 64] 812] 15-5] 1 | ~] - 
KICK RETURNS: #-Yards 39-895 46-1085 Broekemeier Amukamara | 36 | 23 | 59 | 1-9 | 10-9] 13 | - | — 
Jr. oO 
PUNT RETURNS: #-Yards Besar | 2a-279)) | fet Hage al alas cal eel ecm asl Va 
Cotton |  Gassidy 24 | 24 | 48 - - - 1 - 
INT RETURNS: #-Yards 19-313 8-37 | Henry Steinkuler | 15 | 31 | 46 | 430 }35-30| 2 | - | = 
KICK RETURN AVERAGE 22.9 23.6 Long Osborne 21 | 20 | 41 | 5-17 | 1.0-11]) — - - 
PUNT RETURN AVERAGE 12.9 9.6 at sai Tg SO RS || da | dl | a | 
INT RETURN AVERAGE 745 46 Enunwa Thenarse 13 | 21 | 34 | 10 = 1 1 - 
x Robinson Dennard 18] 12]) 30) - - 7a l= 
FUMBLES-LOST 45-16 16-4 Legate Martin wlist2| — Sart | (a ay | FS 
PENALTIES-Yards 109-993 63-552 Martinez Moore 4 | 12) 16] 3-19) 1.013] 1 | - | 1 
Average Per Game 70.9 39.4 Mad Soro sl ec SS) BL e122 | [S| | |= 
A OPP West 10 | 3 | 13 > a 1 = || = 
PUNTS-Yards 69-2982 89-3788 SAT TT (PT Ad EES = lea tee te 
Average Per Punt 43.2 42.6 Williams 4/8 | 12 - - - 1 - 
Net punt average 37.7 37.4 Paul May RITES) WY | . = 
Evans 6 sed - = 2 |= 
TIME OF POSSESSION/Game 1:16 28:44 Burkhead Whaley 6 3 9 A * x = 
3RD-DOWN Conversions 79/192 62/207 Matiowe, Ghute | Noma] 2) ema Fal al ea pe 
eed Thorell 4 3 7 
3rd-Down Pct 41% 30% TOTAL ore - 
4TH-DOWN Conversions 9114 6/17 opp Mantry a eT a Ua 
Dean 4 1 5 = = = = = 
4th-Down Pct 64% 35% Ebke 2/13/05 > = ea iach) | 
SACKS BY-Yards 31-242 29-195 Blatchford 2 3 5 - = ~ = = 
Paul 
MISC YARDS 0 C) Grove a) ae | Psd Ua od Ls 
TOUCHDOWNS SCORED 54 26 aay - i Sal AD PT Na Mil SS Ls 
Kinnie 39 Reed 3 = 3 5 = SS. a a 
FIELD GOALS-ATTEMPTS 18-19 20-27 Cotton 4 McNeill 2 2 2 + = 
ON-SIDE KICKS 04 0-3 TRAE iy Hill ea | 2 | ee eS 
opp 52 fo 7 
RED-ZONE SCORES (35-41) 85% (32-38) 84% Sree Unt) NLP ez | we 
Paul 1 1 2 ine = a = = 
RED-ZONE TOUCHDOWNS (27-41) 66% (17-38)45% = Haney all equal he 2 e 
PAT-ATTEMPTS (54-54) 100% (25-25) 100% Kunalic 1 = 1 = - - -|- 
ATTENDANCE 599648 321064 Thomsen Led Hil) Jc | PE a) PZ jas BY a | [Pc 
r/-j1 = |=|-]- 
Games/Avg Per Game 7185664 5/64213 Gre 
Henry 1 = 1 ~ = - =: 
Neutral Site Games 2/68362 | Mangieri | |S) 1 = = le 
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CATCHINGUPWITH 


Craig Sundberg 


THE HUSKER WHO FOLLOWED GILL LEAVES OWN LEGACY 


LIFE IS ALWAYS an interesting journey, 
and the quarterback who followed in 
Turner Gill’s footsteps at Nebraska has 
plenty to show for all of those days he 
spent huddled up with the likes of Tom 
Osborne and Gill in a meeting room. 

“T feel really blessed by the experiences 
I had playing football,” Craig Sundberg 
said. “They helped shape who I am and 
how I look at things.” 

For Osborne and Gill, winning was 
never defined on the scoreboard. For 
them, and for Sundberg, winning is 
measured in terms of values and what 
you become as a man, a husband, a 
father, a friend, even a citizen living in a 
great country. 


Let the record show that Sundberg 


huskersitlustrated.cam 


produced exemplary leadership in all 
critical categories, and just for good 
measure, one of his three children is 
a current Husker student-athlete and 
a second expects to compete for the 
Huskers. 

Talk about all in the family. 

Sundberg learned long ago that being 
a Husker is never about glory and always 
about relationships, so it was no surprise 
that the lifelong Lincolnite hooked up 
with Scottsbluff, Neb., native and fellow 
quarterback Travis Turner at the Big 
12 Conference Championship game in 
Arlington, Texas. 

Joining them at a special pre-game 
tailgate were ex-Huskers Reggie Cooper, 
John Dutton, Vershan Jackson, Bob 


: Martin and Joe Walker. 


“A group brought together some 


former Nebraska and Oklahoma players 
; for a sponsored event,” Sundberg 
_ said. “We had a great time playing 
* some competitive games and meeting 
fans. I enjoyed talking to (former OU 
quarterback) Jamelle Holieway and 
(Sooner legend) Joe Washington.” 


The food and the banter were better 


- than the competitive games. 


“T’m still pretty accurate passing from 


_ 10 yards, maybe even 15, but nothing 


beyond that,” Sundberg said. 
Now in his 25th year in the financial 
services business in Lincoln, Sundberg 


- did well in his only season directing 


Nebraska’s offense after being Gill’s 


» understudy for two years. 


It isn’t easy following a legend who led 
Nebraska to the highest scoring season 
in the history of college football — a team 


- that came within inches of winning a 


national championship. 
A year later (1984), under Sundberg, 
Nebraska finished 11-2, capped by 


a 28-10 Sugar Bowl win over LSU. 


Sundberg was the game’s MVP, even 
though he spent most of the day taking 
fluids to rehydrate his constant vomiting. 
The Huskers came back from a 10-0 
deficit with Sundberg throwing three 


touchdown passes and running 9 yards 
_ for another score. 


Nebraska finished third in the final 
coaches’ poll that season and fourth in 


’ the final AP poll. The Huskers’ only two 
losses were by eight points at Syracuse 


and by 10 against Oklahoma. Nebraska 


_ beat two teams that finished in the final 

* top 10 — 42-3 at UCLA (Nebraska’s first- 
~ ever win in the state of California) and 

- 17-3 over Oklahoma State. 


Not bad for a quarterback following a 


: legend, even if he couldn’t hit a tight end 
- from beyond 15 yards a quarter-century 
later. 


by Randy York 
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HUSKER QUARTERBACKS 
COMBINED FOR 25 FUMBLES 
IN 2010, LED BY TAYLOR 

b MARTINEZ’S 16. 


offensive 
the 


game 


ebraska’s 

problems in 

Holiday Bowl 

were “across the board,” said 

offensive coordinator Shawn 
Watson. “It wasn’t one thing.” 

The 


plagued by penalties, and they 


Huskers again were 
“didn’t control the line of 
scrimmage,” he said, pointing 
out the obvious. “We’ve got to 
coach better and play better.” 

Another obvious factor in the 
loss was “turning the ball over,” 
said Watson. 

Quarterback Taylor Martinez, 
under constant 


who was 
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7-of-9 


passes, but he was intercepted 


pressure, completed 
once and fumbled twice, though 
neither of the fumbles was lost. 
Nebraska 
fumble, which was lost to set the 


had one other 
tone as well as Washington’s first 
touchdown (see Turning Point). 
The fumble was the first lost by 
Rex Burkhead this season. 
Fumbles were an issue all 
season. The Huskers fumbled 
45 times, tying for the third most 
in modern school history. And 
though only 16 of the fumbles 


were lost, the problem often was 


one of continuity. 


49 1999 (25) 
46 1967 (25) 
45 1954 (26) 
45 2010 (16) 
44 1980 (21) 
44 1983 (15) 


16-5 
8-1 
5-3 
4-3 
3-1 


“We 
Watson 


always address it,” 
said of Nebraska’ 
turnover problems in general. It’s 
something that has to get in the 
bloodstream. It’s just something 
that’s got to get fixed. We’ve got 
to keep addressing it. There’s 
no magic formula. It’s just hard 
work and attention to detail. 

“It comes down to those 
things, bottom line.” 

The Huskers tied for No. 117 
Only 
Georgia Tech and West Virginia 
fumbled more. They tied for No. 
76 in fumbles lost, however, and 


nationally in fumbles. 


No. 62 in turnover margin. 


All-Time Fumbles 
FUMBLES, SEASON 


FUMBLES LOST, SEASON 
26 1954 (of 45) 
25 1999 (49) 
25 1967 (46) 
24 1981 (43) 
24 1984 (43) 


In marked contrast, Husker opponents fumbled only 
16 times, losing just four. The Blackshirts did intercept 
19 passes, however, to tie for ninth nationally — and 


improve the turnover margin. 


2010 Fumbles 


Taylor Martinez, QB 
Cody Green, QB 

Niles Paul, WR 

Roy Helu Jr., RB 

Rex Burkhead, RB 
TEAM 

Tim Marlowe, WR 

P.J. Smith 

Zac Lee, QB 
Dontrayevous Robinson 
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Change of Hearts 


Huskers lose kicker and tight end commitments during 


BRAYLON HEARD 
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KICKER NIKLAS SADE (6- 
3, 190) of Raleigh, N.C., 
committed to Nebraska 
during the summer and 
held strong to that pledge 
until just after New 
Year’s. Sade took his 
official visit to Lincoln 
Nov. 17 and seemed to be 
firmly entrenched in the 
2011 class, Then things 
changed because of family 
considerations, and Sade 
changed his pledge to 
North Carolina State. 
“The reason behind it 
was I wanted to stay closer 
to home,” Sade said. “At 
first, we had a plan where 
my parents would move 
with me. But because of 
work, my dad couldn’t. So 
this decision was best for 


the family.” 


rough December sean stevens 


Nebraska is now left to 
scramble to find a kicker 
in a year where both Alex 
Henery and Adi Kunalic 


graduate. 


QUICK U-TURN 

Tight end Darien Bryant 
(6-4, 215) of Pickerington, 
Ohio, committed to 
Nebraska on Dec. 16 
but within 12 hours had 
reneged on his pledge. 
Bryant’s return to NU’s 
class is up in the air at this 
point. Nebraska has left 
the ball in Bryant’s court. 

Meanwhile, another 
tight end target is Dallas, 
Texas, prospect Andrew 
Peterson (6-5, 250), who 
also boasts offers from 
Arkansas, Michigan, Texas 
A&M and Utah. Peterson 
has visited A&M and will 


visit Utah and Arkansas 
in January. Nebraska and 
Tennessee may get his 
remaining two trips. 

“T mean honestly, I 
just don’t know yet,” he 
said. “I haven't looked at 
[everything] yet. I’ll know 


more when I do.” 


HEARD CLEARED 

Along with the recent 
recruiting defections 
Nebraska did receive some 
good news as 2010 signee 
Braylon Heard (5-11, 180) 
of Youngstown, Ohio, 
qualified academically 
to enroll. Heard was the 
No. 5-ranked running 
back nationally in the 
2010 recruiting class but 
fell a few points short on 
his ACT score. Rather 
than enrolling at a junior 
college or prep school, 
Heard studied for the 
exam and retook it three 
times this fall to gain the 
requisite score. 

Heard is awaiting 
word from Nebraska’s 
admissions department 
and the NCAA 
Clearinghouse, but it 
appears that he will be a 


part of the 2011 class. 
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COMMIT Q&A 


GIVENS MORDI 
PRICE 

At a glance: Houston 
Alief Taylor High 
standout Givens 
Mordi Price is one of 
five offensive linemen committed to 
Nebraska in its 2011 recruiting class. 
Huskers Illustrated caught up with Price 
in this week's recruiting spotlight. 

DO ——— 


SEAN CALLAHAN: You won't turn 
17 until October. Was it hard being 
the last person in your high school 
class to get your drivers’ license? 
PRICE: Not really, because | got my 
learner's permit in 2009, so | was 
driving with that, just getting better. 
It wasn't really a big deal. 


CALLAHAN: What was your favorite 
part of your Nebraska visit? 

PRICE: Really everything —- like 
getting to meet the players, see the 
personality of the coaches, the food 
and going to the game. | had never 
been toa game that big with 85,000- 
plus people. Just the atmosphere 
was unreal. 


CALLAHAN: What did you like the 
most about the facilities? 

PRICE: | liked the academic center 
with how it's built close to the 
stadium. | like how they have an 
indoor practice facility. | had never 
seen one before, so that was pretty 
unique. | also liked the players’ 
lounge and a cafeteria for just the 
athletes. | also liked the locker room 
with the wooden lockers, and the 
iPads were really nice. 


CALLAHAN: What's your favorite 
thing to listen to on the radio? 
PRICE: | like 97.9 The Box, which is a 
hip-hop station here in Houston. 


CALLAHAN: What's the funniest 
movie you've seen lately? 

PRICE: | have a lot of movies | think 
are funny, but “Friday” with Ice Cube 
and Chris Tucker is probably my 
favorite. 


CALLAHAN: Besides football, what's 
another hidden talent you have? 
PRICE:|'m good at throwing the shot 
and the disc, and I'm pretty good at 
basketball, too. | have to stay away 
from basketball though so | don't 
lose too much weight for football. 


_| 


2011 Husker Commit List (16) 


**x* TAARIQ ALLEN, WR, 6-3, 191, Weston, Mass. (Rivers) 

ae AARYN BOUZOS, DB, 5-11, 185, La Mirada, Calif. (La Mirada) 
*** DANIEL DAVIE, DB, 6-0, 181, Beatrice, Neb. 

k*&** AARON GREEN, RB, 5-11, 191, San Antonio, Texas (James Madison) 
**** CHARLES JACKSON, CB, 5-11, 180, Klein, Texas (Klein Collins) 
***k*& RYAN KLACHKO, OL, 6-4, 287, Springfield, Ill. (Sacred Heart Griffin) 
**x*x*x TYLER MOORE, OL, 6-6, 290, Clearwater, Fla. (Countryside) 

xxx GIVENS MORDI PRICE, OL, 6-4, 278, Houston, Texas (Alief Taylor) 
*** MAX PIRMAN, LB, 6-5, 218, Orville, Ohio (Orville) 
*x*x* RYNE REEVES, OL, 6-3, 300, Crete, Neb. (Crete) 
**x*x* DAVID SANTOS, LB, 6-0, 193, Klein, Texas (Klein Collins) 

**** DAIMION STAFFORD, DB, 6-1, 210, Rancho Cucamonga, Calif. (Chaffey CC) 
**** BUBBA STARLING, QB, 6-4, 193, Gardner, Kan. (Gardner Edgerton) 
*x** ZACH STERUP, OL, 6-8, 260, Hastings, Neb. (St. Cecilia) 

+x &® JAMAL TURNER, QB, 6-1, 173, Arlington, Texas (Sam Houston) 


kkk 


KEVIN WILLIAMS, DT, 6-2, 275, Holland, Ohio (Springfield) 


Diamond Vogel 63) 
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that will make your product or 
project the best it can be. 
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Jonathan Aiken 
CB, 5-11, 185 
Hollywood, Fla. 

Darien Bryant 
TE, 6-4, 215 
Pickerington, Ohio 

Ray Drew 
DE, 6-5, 243 
Thomasville, Ga. 

Curt Evans 
WR, 6-0, 173 
Hollywood, Fla. 

Christian French 
Athlete, 6-6, 218 
Cedar Rapids, lA 

Quentin Griffin 
DE, 6-3, 230 
Rayville, La. 

Jalen Grimble 
DE, 6-4, 255 
Las Vegas, Nev. 

Todd Handley 
RB, 5-8, 165 
Riverside, Calif. 

Christian Heyward 
DT, 6-2, 269 
San Diego, Calif. 

Cyrus Hobbi 
OL, 6-4, 285 
Scottsdale, Ariz. 

Charles Jackson 
CB, 5-11, 180 
Klein, Texas 

Mickey Johnson 
DT, 6-1, 310 
Covington, La. 


2011 Unofficial Offer List 


Lake Koa-Kaiai 

DE, 6-4, 250 

Honolulu, Hawaii 
Keith Lewis 

LB, 6-0, 194 

Lakeland, Fla. 
Wayne Lyons 

Safety, 6-0, 190 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL. 
*Dexter Moody 

LB, 6-2, 210 

Fort Scott (Kan.) CC 
*Malcolm Moulton 

WR, 5-11, 185 

Fort Scott (Kan.) CC 
Patrick Onwuasor 

WR, 6-2, 190 

Inglewood, Calif. 
Todd Peat, Jr. 

DT, 6-3, 300 

Tempe, Ariz. 
Miles Shuler 

WR, 5-11, 173 

Long Branch, NJ 
Joel Willis 

Athlete, 5-10, 180 

Garden Grove, CA 
DeVante Wilson 

DE, 6-4, 230 

Corona, Calif. 


* Junior College 


prospect 
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JANUARY 20-APRIL 29 


DEEP IN 
TEXAS 


THE SEASON DIDN'T end the way 
Nebraska fans wanted it to end on the 
field, but off of it, there is plenty to be 
excited about. 

A Happy New Year of sorts. 

Of course, I’m talking about the 
Huskers’ 2011 recruiting class. 

It wasn't a typical year in terms of the 
way Nebraska has recruited in the past. 

The Huskers were at double-digit 
commitments in the blink of an eye. 
Before the season started, they were 
sitting well over that mark and looked as 
if most major needs had been filled. 

They assembled arguably their best 
offensive class, on paper, in the modern 
recruiting era. If you look at the 
quarterback position and the direction 
of the offense, they struck gold with 
two of the best dual-threat quarterback 
prospects in the country, Despite a 
de-commitment from Tevin Mitchel, 
they landed two 4-star defensive backs 
that can certainly contribute. And they 
landed their top running back prospect, 
targeted from day one — San Antonio, 
Texas, star Aaron Green. 

Everywhere you look there is 
something to be positive about when it 
comes to the future. 

Good timing for Husker fans, 

Sure, we're just looking at heights 
and weights, star rankings, 40-yard dash 


times and highlight films at this point. 


huskerzillusirated cam 


THE HEART OF 


BY JOHN TALMAN 
RECRUITING PUBLISHER, 
HUSKERSILLUSTRATED.COM 


It’s hard to project how all this will shake 
out when they arrive on campus. 

But how about this for more positives? 
Three of the 2011 recruits will be 
on campus for spring football. That 
includes not just Jamal Turner, but 
offensive lineman Tyler Moore and the 
sole defensive tackle recruit in the class, 
Kevin Williams. 

Take it a step further, if you look at 
what the coaches did on the recruiting 
trail for the class of 2011 — Nebraska’s 
highest ranked recruiting class to date 
under head coach Bo Pelini — it showed 
that the staff was finding its groove on 
the road. Areas with connections are 
being hit, utilized. 

That's a good sign considering how 
the move to the Big Ten will present new 
challenges on the recruiting trail. 

New areas will obviously have to be 
hit hard with prospects normally wanting 
their families to see them play within at 
least a reasonable driving distance a few 
times a year. Recruiting Texas could 
be a bit more challenging. Regardless, 
Nebraska has built foundations in those 
big states — especially Texas, where 25 
percent of its roster comes from. The 
Huskers did it again in 2011. 

Staff cohesiveness also proved to 
be important over the last three years. 
Assistant their 


coaches adjusted 


areas. They were in states with deep 


Recruiting class gives fans reason for excitement 


connections that helped them land the 
likes of Turner out of the Dallas area — 
away from schools such as Texas Tech, 
which wouldn't give up until the final 
hour. 
These 


themselves in every category that can be 


prospects have proven 
measured. 

Most of them racked up gaudy 
numbers. Defensive tackle Williams 
broke the 100-tackle mark for the second- 
straight season. Quarterback Bubba 
Starling finished his high school career 
with a 400-yard rushing performance in 
the Kansas state playoffs. And Green 
rushed for more than 4,000 yards over 
his high school career. 

Sitting in San Antonio at the U.S. 
Army All-American which 


featured four Husker commits — Green, 


Bowl, 


Jackson, Moore and Starling — you didn’t 
get the impression the recruits cared 
about the bowl game result or playing 
time. 

They just wanted to help get Nebraska 
back and start a new era in the Big Ten. 

Sometimes it takes a recruiting class to 
add a spark to the program. 

The success on the road in the 
recruiting season may be the spark that 
the program needs with a new setting 
and a whole host of new challenges that 
lie ahead. 


Good timing, indeed. N 
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Washington eliminates 
Huskers in postseason 


Trip to Kansas City, national title hopes 
crashed in regional semifinal | 508 vamar 
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THE SEASON ENDED PREMATURELY FOR THE 
NEBRASKA VOLLEYBALL TEAM. 


The Huskers had their 
sights set on the school’s 
fourth national title, but 
those hopes were dashed 
with a 16-25, 25-20, 21-25, 
27-29 loss to Washington 
in a regional semifinal in 
Seattle. The season also 
ended with some fireworks 
as well. 

The Huskers were on 
game point in the fourth 
set at 27-26 when a 
Washington attack that the 
Huskers thought sailed long 
was ruled in by the line 
judge. The Huskies came 
back to win the set and end 
the match. 
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Nebraska coach John 
Cook and Washington 
coach Jim McLaughlin 
then had a verbal exchange 
following the match. Cook 
said all he said was, “That 
ball was out. Good match.” 

Assistant coaches 
and security personnel 
separated the coaches and 
kept McLaughlin from 
following Cook as he 
headed back to the locker 
room. 

It was a bit of an ugly 
ending for what had been 
an outstanding year for 
the Huskers in their final 
season of play in the Big 12 


Conference. Nebraska won 
the Big 12 title outright and 
finished the season with a 
29-3 record. 

Two-time All-America 
setter Sydney Anderson, 
2010 second-team All- 
American Lindsey Licht, 
2008 second-team All- 
American Tara Mueller 
and libero Kayla Banwarth 
all ended their college 
careers with the loss to 
Washington. 

“They’ve had a big 
impact on the last few years 
here,” Cook said of the 
seniors. “The biggest thing 
is they're gym rats. They 
love to be in the gym and 
love to play.” 

Licht, a 6-foot-5 right 
side hitter, led the balanced 
Husker offense with 303 
kills for the season and 
was a first-team All-Big 12 
selection along with junior 
middle blocker Brooke 
Delano and sophomore 
outside hitter Hannah 
Werth. 

The cupboard certainly 
won't be bare next season. 
Delano, a first-team All- 
America pick, returns for 
her senior season along 
with fellow senior middle 
Jordan Wilberger and 
junior Allison McNeal. 

Freshman middle blocker 
Hayley Thramer was also 
showing great promise in 
the spring before shoulder 
surgery forced her to miss 


TOUGH BIG TEN 

The Huskers may have their 
hands full when they join the 
Big Ten Conference next season. 
Not only did Penn State win its 
fourth straight national title, 
but the conference also had six 
teams in the final 16. 

Illinois, Minnesota, Indiana 
and Ohio State all advanced to 
the final 16 before losing while 
Purdue was the surprise team in 
the final eight after a 3-0 sweep 
of top-seeded and No. 1 rated 
Florida in a regional semifinal. 

The Big Ten, Pac-10 and Big 12 
dominated the tournament with 
14 of the final 16 teams coming 
from those conferences. The Pac- 
10 (California, USC, Washington 
and Stanford) had four in the 
final eight and two in the final 
four while the Big 12 had four 
(Nebraska, Texas, Oklahoma, 
Missouri) in the final 16. 


FUTURE HUSKERS EXCEL 

If John Cook could have 
made it to Grand Island for the 
state volleyball tournament 
in November, he would have 
seen three future Huskers go 
head-to-head in the Class A state 
championship match. 

Omaha Marian setter Lauren 
Sieckmann, daughter of PGA 
golfer Tom Sieckmann, has 
verbally committed to join the 
Huskers in 2012. Sieckmann’s 
team played Papillion-La Vista 
South, featuring 6-3 sophomores 
Kadie and Amber Rolfzen, for the 
Class A state title. 

The Rolfzens have pledged to 
join the Huskers in 2013. 

Kadie Rolfzen had 18 kills and 
Amber added 17 as the Titans 
became the first unbeaten Class 
A state champion since 1972 
with a 30-28, 25-20, 25-14 sweep 
of Marian. 


RUNZA/AVCA SHOWCASE 


SAT, AUG 28 KENTUCKY 


SUN, AUG 29 FLORIDA 
TUE, AUG 31 CREIGHTON 
BYU TOURNAMENT 
FRI,SEP3 BYU 
SAT,SEP4 CAL POLY 


SAT,SEP4 IDAHO STATE 


2010 Results 


QWEST CENTER OMAHA W, 3-0 


QWEST CENTER OMAHA L, 2-3 


OMAHA, NEB. 


PROVO, UTAH 
PROVO, UTAH 


PROVO, UTAH 


AMERITAS PLAYERS CHALLENGE 


THU,SEP9 DAYTON 
FRI,SEP 10 W. MICHIGAN 
SAT, SEP 11 ILLINOIS 

BIG 12 CONFERENCE PLAY 
WED, SEP 15 IOWA STATE * 
SAT, SEP 18 COLORADO* 
WED, SEP 22 KANSAS * 
SAT, SEP 25 BAYLOR* 
WED, SEP 29 OKLAHOMA * 
SAT,OCT2 TEXAS* 
WED, OCT6 MISSOURI* 
SAT,OCT9 TEXAS A&M* 
SAT, OCT 16 
WED, OCT 20 TEXAS TECH * 
SAT, OCT 23. MISSOURI * 
WED, OCT 27 TEXAS* 
SAT,OCT30 IOWASTATE* 
WED, NOV3 KANSAS* 


SAT,NOV6 TEXAS TECH* 


WED, NOV 10 KANSAS STATE * 


SAT, NOV 13. COLORADO* 
WED, NOV 17 OKLAHOMA * 
WED, NOV 24 BAYLOR * 

SAT, NOV 27 TEXAS A&M* 
NCAA TOURNAMENT 

FRI, DEC3 
SAT, DEC.4 AUBURN 


FRI, DEC. 10 WASHINGTON 


* BIG 12 CONFERENCE GAME 
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KANSAS STATE * 


NU COLISEUM 


NU COLISEUM 


DEVANEY 


AMES, IOWA 


NU COLISEUM 


NU COLISEUM 


WACO, TEXAS 


NORMAN, OKLA. 


NU COLISEUM 


COLUMBIA, MO. 


NU COLISEUM 


MANHATTAN, KAN. 


NU COLISEUM 


NU COLISEUM 


AUSTIN, TEXAS 


NU COLISEUM 


LAWRENCE, KAN. 


LUBBOCK, TEXAS 


NU COLISEUM 


BOULDER, COLO. 


NU COLISEUM 


NU COLISEUM 


COLLEGE STATION, TX 


SACRED HEART NU COLISEUM 


NU COLISEUM 


SEATTLE, WA 


W, 3-0 


W, 3-1 
W, 3-0 


W, 3-0 


W, 3-1 
W, 3-0 


W, 3-2 


W, 3-1 
W, 3-0 
W, 3-0 
W, 3-0 
W, 3-1 
W, 3-1 
W, 3-0 
W, 3-0 
W, 3-0 
W, 3-0 
W, 3-0 

L, 1-3 
W, 3-0 
W, 3-0 
W, 3-0 
W, 3-0 
W, 3-0 
W, 3-0 
W, 3-0 


W, 3-0 


W, 3-0 
W, 3-0 


L, 1-3 


Cars Gu Wi 


(mw ts Lauiammens be We “Sianas ray 


the entire season. 

Werth, a second-team All- 
American this year who was 
named the Big 12 defensive 
player of the year, will be back 
at outside hitter along with 6-5 
sophomore-to-be right side Morgan 
Broekhuis. Gina Mancuso, who 
will be a junior next year, also saw 
considerable action on the left side. 

Big 12 newcomer of the year 
Lauren Cook, who transferred 
from UCLA and shared setting 
duties with Anderson in the 6-2 
offense, will return for her junior 
season. 

The Huskers also signed three 
players in the 2011 recruiting class 
and two of those could see action 
as freshmen. Coach Cook signed 
6-3 outside hitter Taylor Simpson 
(Colorado Springs, Colo.), 5-10 
libero/outside hitter Lara Dykstra 
(Redondo Beach, Calif.) and 5-9 
libero/defensive specialist Shelby 
Winkelmann (Rhineland, Mo.) to 
letters-of-intent in November. 

“This class fills two very 
immediate needs for us at outside 
hitter and libero,” John Cook said. 
“All these girls are winners and 
come from successful programs. 
Lara Dykstra has played at the 
World Beach Championships, 
Taylor Simpson has played for 
the USA Junior National Team 
and Shelby Winkelmann has led 


STWR asl te 


her team to state titles in both 
volleyball and basketball.” 

Cook said Dykstra, who is set 
to join the Husker program in 
January, and Simpson could both 
play next season. 

“We're graduating two outside 
hitters so Taylor will have an 
opportunity to make an impact for 
us next year,” Cook said. “She is a 
big and physical outside presence. 
She is an exceptional blocker and 
is developing into a high-level 
attacker. She is someone with 
enough international and big-game 
experience to come in and compete 
right away. 

“Lara is very experienced and 
will have a chance to contribute as 
a freshman. She plays in one of the 
most competitive conferences in 
the country and Lara recently led 
her team to the conference title for 
the first time in 25 years.” 

Cook said Winkelmann is 
a great athlete who likely will 
redshirt in 2011. 

“She blocks middle for her high 
school team and passes half the 
court, which is phenomenal for a 
high school player,” he said. “She 
has a great feel for the game, plays 
fast and has great touch. Along 
with being a winner and multi- 
sport athlete, Shelby is a small- 
town Midwest kid that fits what 
Nebraska is all about.” 
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ALMEIDA CENTERED 


Andre Almeida returned 
home to Sao Paulo, Brazil, 
for three days over the 
Nebraska basketball team’s 
holiday break. 

The 90-degree weather 
sure beat the cold and 
snow in Lincoln, and 


Almeida was thankful to 


and family. 


But he had no problem 
with coming back to 
Nebraska. In fact, Almeida 
said there was a part of 
him that didn’t want to 
leave in the first place. 

“My life is here,” said 
Almeida, a 6-foot-11, 
340-pound center. “I 


mean, it’s great to see 


STANDHARDINGER 
LEAVES 

Sophomore forward Christian 
Standhardinger announced 
his transfer after the end of the 
fall semester, saying he didn't 
fit in with Sadler's basketball 
philosophy. 

“| want to make sure that 
everybody knows that | really, 
really do respect Doc Sadler as 
a person,’ Standhardinger said. 
“But on the basketball side of 
the equation, it didn’t match, 
and that's why | had to leave.” 

Standhardinger played in 
six games and averaged 9.5 
points and 5.5 rebounds 
before sitting out four games 


while working to catching up 


PHOTO BY SCOTT BRUHN 


on academics. He said he had 


family and friends, but my offers to play overseas but 


life is here.” is looking to play at another 


That’s a good sign, school because he wants to 


considering the person continue his education. 


who recruited Almeida, “I've enjoyed coaching 


Walter Roese, is no longer Christian,’ Sadler said. “He 


on the Nebraska staff. brought tremendous energy 


‘ and competitiveness to the 
Roese, now an assistant 


Se irik court, and ... worked hard 
coach at Hawaii, is also 


academically to finish the 
from Brazil and had 2 


semester on a high note.” 
developed a close bond 


spend time with his friends 
_ 
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with Almeida. 

But Almeida has made new 
relationships. 

“I’ve met so many people here, 
a lot of good people,” he said. 
“My coaches, you can’t ask for 
a better coaching staff. We’ve 
got a great relationship. And my 
teammates. I’m just enjoying it.” 

Almeida, a junior college 
transfer who played two seasons 
at Arizona Western College, said 
his transition to Nebraska and 
to Division I basketball has gone 
better than he expected. Through 
the non-conference season, 


Almeida averaged 6.4 points and 


3.5 rebounds in 16.5 minutes, 
while blocking 20 shots. 


Almeida said he’s still working 


on his conditioning but feels that 
he’s running the court better. 

His defense has also improved 
under the defensive-minded Doc 
Sadler. 

“When I say defense, I’m not 
talking about blocking shots 
and rebounds but just covering, 
guarding the screen,” Almeida 
said. “J think guarding the screen 
is the thing I’ve most improved 
since I got here. We work on it 
so much in practice.” 

Almeida, a sociology major, 
is also happy in the classroom, 
reporting a 3.4 GPA from the fall 
semester. 

“T just work really hard in 
school, because one thing they 
make us do here is make sure we 
stay on top of our academics,” 


he said. 


huskersillustrated com 


Almeida is planning another 
short trip home to Brazil after 
the spring semester but said he’ll 
spend the rest of the summer in 
Lincoln to get in the best shape 


possible. He’s intent on making 


_ his senior year count. 


“T was talking to Brian Diaz 


the other day, and I was saying 
I’m already missing college, 

and I still have a year and a half 
left,” he said. “But I’m already 


- missing it.” 


NIEMANN RETURNS 
Exactly 1,126 days had passed 


between the time Christopher 


: Niemann signed his letter-of- 


| Intent with Nebraska, and when 


the oft-injured sophomore finally 


_ made his Husker debut. 


Niemann, who’s had two 


ACL tears and also lost a year of 
eligibility per an NCAA ruling, 
played in the Huskers’ Dec. 18 


~ rout of Eastern Washington. 


“Tt’s tough, but also, you 


- learn something,” Niemann, 


' a 6-10, 270-pound center, said 


of his three-year absence from 


basketball. “You get something 
' out of it. It’s not the best way to 
get something, but you definitely 


: learn from it.” 


Niemann is still battling some 


- soreness in his knee, but when 


healthy, he’s a physical presence 


inside who can provide depth 


: inside. 


Niemann scored a field goal in 


_ his first game. 


2010-11 MBB Schedule 


NOV03 PERU STATE (EXH,) DEVANEY CENTER 


NOVO8 BELLEVUE (EXH.) 


NOV12 SOUTH DAKOTA 


NOV15 = ARK.-PINE BLUFF 


PUERTO RICO TIP-OFF 
NOV18 VANDERBILT 
NOV19 DAVIDSON 


NOV21  HOFSTRA 


usc 

JACKSON STATE 
CREIGHTON 
ALCORN STATE 
Tcu 

EASTERN WASH. 
GRAMBLING 


NORTH DAKOTA 


W, 75-43 
DEVANEY CENTER  W, 82-58 
DEVANEY CENTER iW, 76-68 


DEVANEY CENTER W, 83-40 


AT SAN JUAN, PR. 
AT SAN JUAN, P.R. 


AT SAN JUAN, P.R. 


DEVANEY CENTER 
DEVANEY CENTER 
DEVANEY CENTER 
DEVANEY CENTER 
DEVANEY CENTER 
DEVANEY CENTER 
DEVANEY CENTER 


DEVANEY CENTER 


SAVANNAH STATE DEVANEY CENTER 


IOWA STATE * 


MISSOURI * 


KANSAS * 


COLORADO* 


TEXAS TECH * 


TEXAS A&M * 


KANSAS STATE * 


KANSAS * 


BAYLOR * 


OKLAHOMA STATE * DEVANEY CENTER 


OKLAHOMA * 


TEXAS * 


KANSAS STATE * 


IOWA STATE * 


MISSOURI * 


COLORADO * 


DEVANEY CENTER 
AT COLUMBIA, MO. 
ATLAWRENCE, KAN. 1PM, 
DEVANEY CENTER 6PM. 
AT LUBBOCK, TEXAS 6:30 P.M. 
DEVANEY CENTER 1PM. 
AT MANHATTAN, KAN. 7 P.M. 
DEVANEY CENTER 
AT WACO, TEXAS 7PM. 
6PM. 
AT NORMAN, OKLA. 8PM. 
DEVANEY CENTER 12:30 P.M. 
DEVANEY CENTER 8PM. 
AT AMES, IOWA 12:30 P.M. 
DEVANEY CENTER 7PM. 


ATBOULDER,COLO. 8PM. 


PHILLIPS 66 BIG 12 TOURNAMENT 


MAR 09-12 TBA* AT KANSAS CITY, MO. 


* CONFERENCE GAMES * BIG 12 CONFERENCE GAME 


FEBRUARY 
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TRIPLE THREAT 

Lindsey Moore is the first 
player in the history of Nebraska 
basketball — men’s or women’s — 
to record a triple double. 

The sophomore point guard 
from Covington, Wash., scored 
12 points to go with career highs 
of 11 assists and 10 rebounds 
in the Husker women’s 73-57 
victory over Florida A&M on 
Jan. 2. 

Moore secured her triple- 
double with her 10th rebound 
with 1:07 left in the game. 
Coach Connie Yori subbed in 
for Moore 10 seconds later, and 
Moore walked off to a standing 
ovation. 

“T knew I was getting close 


on the assists, and I talked to 


Cat (Redmon) about working 
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together to get double-doubles, 
because at the time Cat had 
eight points and already had the 
boards,” Moore said. “It’s pretty 
cool to be the first in school 
history to get one.” 


Moore was named the Big 12 


_ Conference player of the week 


for her accomplishments. 

“Tt’s a pretty amazing 
accomplishment to be the first to 
get one, especially considering 
some of the players who have 
played here, like WNBA All-Star 
Anna DeForge,” Yori said. “She 


deserved it. She played a great 


game for us and made a ton of 


plays.” 

The victory allowed the 
Huskers to close the non- 
conference season with a 10-4 


record. 


2010-11 WBB Schedule 


OCT 31 


NOV 07 


NOV 13 


NOV 17 


NOV 20 


NOV 22 


NOV 26 


NOV 30 


DEC 05 


DEC 08 


DEC 11 


PITTSBURG ST. (EXH.) 
NEB.-KEARNEY (EXH.) 
VERMONT 

MIAMI 

SAINT MARY'S 
WASHINGTON ST. 
NEB.-OMAHA 

UNLV 

INDIANA 
CREIGHTON 


NO. COLORADO 


DUEL IN THE DESERT 


DEC 18 
DEC 19 


DEC 20 


DEC 30 
JAN 02 
JAN 08 
JAN 11 
JAN 16 
JAN 22 
JAN 26 
JAN 29 
FEB 02 
FEB 06 
FEB 09 
FEB 12 
FEB 15 
FEB 19 
FEB 22 
FEB 26 
MAR 02 


MAR 05 


HOUSTON 
MARIST 


LOUISVILLE 


SOUTH FLORIDA 
FLORIDA A&M 
OKLAHOMA * 
1OWA STATE * 
KANSAS * 
KANSAS STATE * 
IOWA STATE * 
TEXAS TECH * 
MISSOURI * 
COLORADO * 
BAYLOR * 
OKLAHOMA STATE * 
TEXAS * 
KANSAS STATE * 
MISSOURI * 
KANSAS * 
COLORADO * 


TEXAS A&M * 


DEVANEY CENTER _—'W, 78-60 
DEVANEY CENTER 'W, 97-55 
DEVANEY CENTER 'W, 95-38 
DEVANEY CENTER ~~ W, 99-85 
DEVANEY CENTER —'W,, 64-63 
AT PULLMAN, WASH. W, 87-79 
DEVANEY CENTER  W, 80-44 
DEVANEY CENTER 'W, 65-41 
AT BLOOMINGTON L, 67-61 
AT OMAHA, NEB. W, 63-57 
DEVANEY CENTER WW, 66-53 
AT LAS VEGAS, NEV. _L, 79-70 
AT LAS VEGAS, NEV. _L, 65-60 
AT LAS VEGAS, NEV. L, 65-51 
DEVANEY CENTER 'W,, 78-59 
DEVANEY CENTER _—'W, 73-57 
DEVANEY CENTER =. 2:05 P.M. 
AT AMES, IOWA 7PM. 
DEVANEY CENTER 2PM. 
AT MANHATTAN, KAN. 1P.M. 
DEVANEY CENTER 7:05 P.M. 
DEVANEY ENTER 7:05 P.M. 
AT COLUMBIA, MO. 7PM. 
AT BOULDER, COLO. 3 P.M. 
DEVANEY CENTER 7:05 P.M. 
AT STILLWATER, OKLA. 2P.M. 
AT AUSTIN, TEXAS 7 P.M. 
DEVANEY CENTER 7:05P.M. 
DEVANEY CENTER 7:05 P.M. 
ATLAWRENCE, KAN. 7PM. 
DEVANEY CENTER 7:05 P.M. 


AT COLL. STATION, TEXAS 7 P.M. 


PHILLIPS 66 BIG 12 CHAMPIONSHIP 


MAR 8-12 AT KANSAS CITY, MO. (MUNICIPAL) 


NCAA FIRST & SECOND ROUNDS 


MAR 19-22 (AT 16 PREDETERMINED SITES) 


NCAA REGIONALS 


MAR 26-29 (AT DALLAS, DAYTON, PHILADELPHIA, SPOKANE) 


NCAA WOMEN'S FINAL FOUR 


APR 3-5 


(AT INDIANAPOLIS, IND. (CONSECO FIELDHOUSE) 


* CONFERENCE GAMES 


4 


Answer Husker Trivia. 


name LIFETIME SUBSCRIPTION 


to Huskers Illustrated. 


Text 
STAYNGAME 
to 95613 


Zac Lee’s dad Bob was what 
university’s athletic dir? 
Reply H1: Utah, H2: 
Pacific, H3: Don’t know, a 
but want to win. 


H2 is Right! 
You’re entered to win. 
Care for the ones you love, 
get screened for colon cancer. 


Grand prize winner wil es randomly chosen con text signups. 
ata Rates may apply. 
STOP to end or HELP fori in af to 9561 Si 


STAYINTHEGAMENE.COM ~ 800-532-2227 


STAY IN THE (GANIESS 


GET SCREENED FOR COLON CANCER” 


Ww 


Stay In the Game is a program of NDHHS - 5U58/DP002043-02 
La 


se 


DAILY HUSKER BLOG 


5, 


TFS 
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BABCOCK 


FROM THE | 


SIZE AND SPEED 


Jimmy Williams (No. 96) was a first-round 
pick of the Detroit Lions in the 1982 NFL 
draft. That's understandable; after all, he 
earned All-America honors from the Walter 
Camp Foundation as well as the Associated 
Press and was the UPI Big Eight Defensive 
Player of the Year as a senior at Nebraska. 
Such recognition was only part of the reason 
for the Lions’ interest in the defensive end 
from Washington, D.C., however. The 6-foot- 
3 Williams was an outstanding athlete and 
ran the fastest 40-yard dash in Cornhusker 
football history at the time, 4.34 seconds. He 
ran the record time during the spring of his 
senior year, when he weighed 215 pounds. 
He weighed only 180 pounds and ran the 40 
in :04.8 when he and his brother Toby arrived 
at Nebraska as walk-ons. Jimmy started for 
two seasons and was a co-captain as a senior. 
He played 12 seasons in the NFL (1982-93) 
with the Lions, Minnesota Vikings and Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers, returning to Nebraska in 
2003 as linebackers coach. He later spent 


time as Turner Gill’s defensive coordinator at 


the University of Buffalo. 


a* 
GAMESREMEMBERED 


Pelini steps in for Solich 


Huskers get record performance from Cory Ross, 
MVP-performance from Jammal Lord 


ON TWO OF Michigan 
State’s first three plays 

in the 2003 Alamo 

Bowl game, Nebraska’s 
Trevor Johnson, a senior 
defensive end, sacked 
Spartans quarterback Jeff 
Smoker. 

That set the tone for 
the Bo Pelini-coached 
Cornhuskers’ 17-3 victory. 

Michigan State, which 
tied for fourth in the Big 
Ten, went into the game 
ranked No. 19 nationally 
in passing offense. 
Smoker had completed 
62.6 percent of his passes 
for 3,239 yards and 21 
touchdowns, with only 11 
interceptions — a total that 
would increase by three at 


night’s end. 


Smoker also would 
be sacked three more 
times. He would be 
overshadowed by Husker 
quarterback Jammal 
Lord, who was named 
the game’s offensive 
MVP. In his final game 
at Nebraska, Lord 
completed 8-of-17 passes 
for a career-high 160 
yards and rushed for 79 
yards on 10 carries. 

Lord’s play was 
complemented by that of 
sophomore I-back Cory 
Ross, who rushed for 138 
yards on a school-record 
37 carries and scored the 
game’s only touchdowns. 

“This trophy is 
for him,” Lord said 
afterward, referring to 
Frank Solich. “This win 


was for him. This season 
was for him. This is his 
team, still, until next 
year.” 

Athletic Director Steve 
Pederson had fired Solich 
following a regular- 
season ending victory at 
Colorado and had named 
Pelini, the defensive 
coordinator, as interim 


head coach. 


BO PELINI:, The Huskers 
“were able to stay focused 
amid all the distractions, 
amid everything that was 
going on, all the outside 
influences trying to pull 
this team apart. We didn’t 
let that happen, and 
they’re to be commended 


for it, they really are.” 


NEBRASKA 17, 
MICHIGAN STATE 3 
Dec. 29, 2003 * San Antonio, Texas 


Michigan State 3 0} 40, <0 
Nebraska ay 614) 20 


(N) David Dyches 29 field goal 
(MS) Dave Rayner 46 field goal 

(N) Cory Ross 2 run (Dyches kick) 
(N) Ross 6 run (Dyches kick) 
Attendance: 56,226 


DO YOU REMEMBER? 


» Junior linebacker Barrett Ruud 


led the Huskers with nine tackles 


to break the school single-season 


record, with 149. That record held 


until this season, when Lavonte 


David was credited with 152, 


including seven in the 19-7 Holiday 


Bowl loss to Washington. 


> Senior outside linebacker 


Demorrio Williams also had two 


sacks, among his three tackles 


for losses, to finish with a school 


position-record 11. 


> Pat Ricketts, Daniel Bullocks 


and Fabian Washington had the 


interceptions, bringing Nebraska's 
season total to a school record 32. 


The previous record, 30, was set by 


the 1970 national championship 


team. The interceptions also gave the 
Huskers 47 turnovers for the season, 
tying the school record, set in 1972. 

> Jammal Lord's 239 yards of total 
offense increased his career total to 


5,421, moving him ahead of Jerry 


Tagge 
into third 
place on 
Nebraska's 


all-time list. 
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CROSSWORD 


TRI 
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ACROSS - - 
3. 1982 Lombardi Award winner a z 
4. Leading tackler for 2010 season @ || 4 
8. Opponent recently added to 2011 schedule Le eT | a ea a hey 
11. Leading receiver for 2010 season 5 a my 
14. Ex-Husker assistant Mike Ekeler’s new school 
15. Leader in sacks for 2010 season 
16. Leading tackler in Holiday Bowl 
17. Ex-Husker named Walter Camp Foundation’s 
Man of the Year 
20. Lifter-of-the-year 
21. 2012 non-conference opponent 
24. Walk-on MVP 
27. Scored NU’s only touchdown in Holiday Bowl 
28. Bo Pelini’s alma mater 
30. Chamberlin Trophy Award winner 
31. Leading rusher in Holiday Bowl 


La a 
DOWN tn ceae Fle J 
a Ll a 


Zanes 6m 


1. Ex-Husker offensive lineman named to NFL Pro Bowl 
2. Opponent in 2011 Big 10 opener 
5. Leading receiver in Holiday Bowl @ gz ea Wg 
6. Novak Trophy winner 24 
7. Defensive back voted team MVP ew) to ha a: hed ica 
9. 1983 Outland Trophy winner eq = = ei 
10. First-team AP All-America defensive back 
12. Linebacker voted defensive MVP a x ag i 
13. Leader in interceptions for 2010 season 28 129 
18. Tom Osborne's alma mater melee bal 
19. Ex-Husker defensive lineman named to NFL Pro Bowl ry al & 
22. Second-leading rusher for 2010 season 
23. Starting defensive tackle in Holiday Bowl fe 
25. First-team AP All-America kicker aI 
26. Leading rusher for 2010 season raey- dot 4 


29. Running back voted offensive MVP 


Answers will appear in the March issue. 


BRAIN BUSTER 
HUSKERNUTZ Only one Husker has ever earned first-team 
TT 


all-conference recognition four times. Who 
among the following was it: Vic Halligan, Steve 
Hokuf, George Sauer, Tom Novak, Johnny Rodgers, 
Broderick Thomas, Grant Wistrom, Aaron Taylor or 
Ralph Brown? 


Answer will appear in our next issue 


JANUARY ANSWER: Dan Alexander rushed for 349 yards in three games, including a 
school single-bow!-game record 240 against Northwestern in the 2000 Alamo Bowl game. 
Mike Rozier rushed for 340 yards in three bowl games. 
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JANUARY SOLUTION 


WE SEEM TO HAVE LOST OUR CHARACTERISTIC 
HUSKER SWAGGER IN THE WAKE OF NEBRASKA'S 
HOLIDAY BOWL PERFORMANCE. 
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THE 
FINAL 
WORD 


BY MIKE BABCOCK 


Is Nebraska approaching a defining moment? 


THEY ARE AMONG many events over 
the past half-century that have defined 
Nebraska's football tradition: Jerry 
Tagge’s pushing the ball across the goal 
line in the fourth quarter of the 1971 
Orange Bowl, Johnny Rodgers’ punt 
return in the Game of the Century, Tom 
Osborne's decision to go for two with 
less than a minute remaining in the 1984 
Orange Bowl and Cory Schlesinger’s 
crashing into the end zone for a second 
time during the fourth quarter of the 
1995 Orange Bowl. 

Another event deserving to be on such 
a list, though one that doesn’t readily 
come to mind, occurred in Boulder, 
Colo., in early December of 1978, when 
Osborne told Colorado Athletic Director 
Eddie Crowder he had decided not to 
accept the job as the Buffaloes’ head 
coach. 

Consider the implications if Osborne 
had left Nebraska. 

If you're of a certain age, you 
remember the situation. If not, a little 
history is in order. 

Crowder was looking to replace Bill 
Mallory, whose record in five seasons 
at Colorado was 35-21-1, and offered 
Osborne the job — as well as a lot more 
money. 

Osborne was finishing his sixth 
season as head coach at Nebraska. His 
record was 55-15-2 (.778), and his teams 
had played in five bow! games, The 
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Cornhuskers were preparing for a sixth, 
an unexpected rematch with Oklahoma 
in the Orange Bowl. 

Osborne’s record against the Sooners 
was 1-5, and that was the main reason 
he seriously considered Crowder’s offer. 
Never mind 55-15-2. What mattered was 
[-5. 

Nine wins and a bow] were expected. 
A vocal minority of Husker fans claimed 
Osborne couldn't win “big games,” 

a nice bit of circular reasoning. By 
definition, any loss became a big game. 

Fast forward to the news conference 
following Nebraska's Holiday Bowl loss 
to Washington. Near the end of the brief 
session, Bo Pelini was asked if the loss 
detracted from the season. 

“T wish we... we won 10," he said. 

Yes, the Huskers should have won 
the Washington rematch, And yes, 
that’s on the head coach, which Pelini 
acknowledged. But they won 10, and we 
should focus on the big picture, not one 
small detail. Pelini has proven he’s the 
coach for the job. And it’s incumbent on 
Nebraska to keep him. 

According to newspaper reports 
in Florida the week after the Big 12 
championship game, Miami Athletic 
Director Kirby Hocutt was interested 
in Pelini, following the firing of Randy 
Shannon. That Hocutt was an associate 
athletic director at Oklahoma when Pelini 
was a co-defensive coordinator in Norman 


lent credence to the reports, even though 


Pelini was quick to dismiss them. 

Miami subsequently hired Al Golden 
from Temple. Crisis averted. 

Now another coaching crisis could 
arise, following Michigan's firing of 
Rich Rodriguez. Foremost among the 
candidates as a successor was Stanford's 
Jim Harbaugh, a “Michigan man” and 
hot coaching prospect. But it appeared 
Harbaugh might be more interested in 
the NFL. 

By the time you read this, he might 
have already accepted a job. If it's not 
(or wasn't) at Michigan, as speculation 
suggested, Les Miles likely would be 
among the candidates. And if Miles, 
another “Michigan man,” were to leave 
LSU to return to his alma mater, LSU 
would almost certainly come after Pelini. 

No one knew the impact on Nebraska 
football when Osborne turned down 
Colorado in December of 1978, any 
more than Husker fans realized the 
significance of Bob Devaney’s decision 
to remain at Nebraska in December of 
1963, after Miami tried to lure him to 
south Florida. 

Pelini’s leaving might have a similar 
impact. 

In turning the Hurricanes down, 
Devaney joked that wife Phyllis had 
just brought new snow tires. Given 
the prospect of more money and the 
grousing after the Holiday Bowl. . . 

Well, I wouldn't mind seeing Mary 


Pat Pelini shopping for snow tires. NM 
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